Forty Days of Purpose
(Summary Notes of Lecture by Pastor Rick Warren)

One of our dear brothers in the ministry has led a national movement in the area
of helping Christians grow deeper into discipleship. His name is Rick Warren,
the Senior Pastor at &leback Church, in Lake Forest, Ca. Rick is an innovative
down to earth brother with a deep passion for the ministry.

Some might call what has happened in the church that he pastors a revival (671
new believer were baptized, 1,200 new members joinechilneh and the
average attendance increased by 2000 in just 40 days).

Some might call what has happened an awakening (2,200 previously uninvolved
people volunteered to serve in a ministry in the church and 3,700 committed to go
on missions somewhere inet world next year).

Some might call it a miracle (the original goal to start 300 new home Bible study
groups was exceeded when the church engaged in what Pastor Warren calls the
principle of exponential thinking; they actually started 2,400 new home Bibl
studies consisting of 25,000 people in just 40 days).

Over 3,000 churches and over 1 million people in all 50 states and 10 countries
have been positively impacted by this movement called 40 days of purpose. Each
of these churches has reported tramsfog results. The average result in 3,000
churches is as follows:

Average growth in giving: 20%
Average growth in worship attendance: 22%
Average growth in Bible study attendance: 80%

Thank God for brothers like Rick Warren that are not only on ttiengledge,
but are willing to share some practical ways to impact the kingdom for Christ.

. An Overview of How Mt. Zion Will Implement 40 Days of

Purpose
A. Common Issues will be addressed:
1. How can we get more members to serve in the
church?
2. How can we genore members to share their faith
3. How can we get more members into small Bible

study groups (Sunday School, Small
Accountability Groups, and Wednesday Night)



4. How can we get members to love each other more
(caring and genuine fellowship needs to be an
intricate part of what we are about without abuse)

5. How can we get our members into meaningful
worship during the worship service

These are common issues that give rise to the need for us to pursue a deeper level
of discipleship in the local church.

The BookOThe Purpose Driven LifeO is just a small part of bringing growth to

our church (marriages, troubled relationships, increased baptisms, etc). Although
the book and the process are designed to be completed in 40 days we are looking
at 40 weeks. We will tee one week to process each chapter, memorize a verse,
and engage in some practical application to reinforce what we are learning.

This is more than a study; it is a way to help us become more effective doers of
the Word (James 1:22).

B. What We Aiming At?

1. Centering our lives on God and not on ourselves
(possessing a real heart for God).

2. Connecting with other believers (genuine
fellowship, baptism, joining church, small groups)

3. Cultivating spiritual maturity and godly character

(we will develop some habithat are necessary
for spiritual growth)

4. Helping peopleontribute something back (using
talents in ministry, through service in the local
church)

5. Communicating GodOs love to others and

developing a heart for the world (share faith and
participate in som&ind of mission activity)

C. There are 5 Things that will make 40 days of Purpose
Transforming:

1. Unified Prayer (Lord must build houSmeed
fasting and unified prayéPsalms 127:1)

2. Concentrated focus (every age group focusing on
the same truth). This i8here we will have to be
creatively deliberate.

3. Multiple Reinforcements

The five habits that we will develop for growth



Habit of weekly worship attendance
Habit of daily quiet time

Habit of weekly small group Bible study
Habit of weekly scripture memory

Habit of weekly encouragement
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Each sermon will have an assignment and or
challenge

Principle of exponential thinking

This is where we expect God to do things that we
have never done or never expected to do here at Mt.
Zion (Hebrews 11:6). Forty Day$ Burpose is not
just another program, with faith it will be a God
glorified experience.

Exponential thinking consists of adding a zero to
your goal. If the church sets a goal to win 50 new
souls for Christ, add a zero to the 50 and make the
new goal 500 Saddleback went from a 300 new
Bible study group goal to 3,000. They actually
started 2,400 new Bible study groups using
exponential thinking.

Pastor Warren notes that we should not worry about
what we will do with the new people; letOs trust God
to handle that. Moreover, Pastor Warren states that
if we reach all of our goals, our goals are not big
enough.

D. Six Things That Will Help Us Maximize Our 40 Weeks

1.

Members must commit to bring others members
to class. Members must also commit to keep each
other encouraged during the 40 weeks and
beyond.

Sunday messages will be designed to engage us
weekly

Everyone must commit to reading their lesson
each week

Everyone must commit to a small group (the
Sunday School is our most comprehensive small
group seting here at Mt. Zion)

Everyone must commit to memorizing the
assigned scripture each week



6. Everyone must do their very best to participate in
the churchwide events to deepen our
commitments and accomplish our goals

Our forty weeks together is about advagcihe Kingdom of God. God gets
excited when we prioritize our lives around the kingdom (Ps. 37:4; Matt. 6:33; |
John 5:1415).

E. Time of Prayer
1. For what we are about to experience
2. For wisdom to contextualize this material to Mt.
Zion
3. For our efforts to gt more members of the church
involved
4. For God to revolutionize our walk with Jesus

(outreach, discipleship, service, etc).



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 1
It All Starts With God

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on
earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authbrities
all things have been created through Him and for Him.O Colossians 1:16

10.

11.

Describe what it itike to put our trust in mankind?

What is the problem with putting our trust in mankind (Jeremiah
17:9)?

What does God say will happen if we put our trust in mankind
(Jeremiah 17:%)?

What is purpose anyway?

What are the common things that we coasighen we are
searching for purpose (Purpose Driven Life, (PDL) p. 17)?

Who promises true purpose in life (John 10:10)?

Where should we look to get an understanding of our true purpose
(Col 1:16)?

How long have people been pondering this matter ofqaam
life (PDL, p. 17)7?

Circle the right answer. People can take a hard, honest, look inside
of themselves and discover their purpBsigue or False (PDL, p.
18)?

When you want to know the purpose and function of an invention
what is the best way find out (PDL, p. 18)?

If you want to know about your purpose in life where do you have
to start (PDL, p. 18)7?



12.

13.

Complete this sentence: OYou exist only because God wills that
you exist. You were made by God and for God and until you
understand that, kf o)
(PDL, p. 18).

What is the problem with trying to use God for self actualization
(PDL, p. 18)?Read Rom 8:D to gain more insight into this issue.

Self-actualization is a concept developed by Abraham Maslow. It can be summarized as follows:
becoming everything that one is capable of becoming. Interest in higher levels of motivation led M aslow to
the study of self-actualized people, who differ from most people in being unusually healthy
psychologically; having marked ability to free themselves from stereotypes; and perceiving everyday life
realistically and accepting it without defensiveness. Self-actualizing people appear to have, or to have had,
"peak experiences' of insight, joy, or intense awareness. (Grolier M ultimedia Encyclopedia).

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

What is it about numerous books (even some Christians books) on
the market that put them in the category of &bsdffO (PDL, pp.
18-19)?

Can the typical OsdflielpO model lead to success (PDL, p. 19)?

If you reach your persohgoals and become a great success, can
you still feel a sense of emptiness (PDL, p. 1Rg¢ference Luke
12:15

What is the book (The Purpose Driven Life) designed to do (p.
19)?

Circle the correct answer: Speculation and revelation are the two
only options available to discover the purpose for which we were
created?True or False (PDL, pp. 12D).

Select the correct answer for the blank. God has clearly revealed
His (one, three, or five) purposes for our lives through
the Bible (PDL, p. 2Q0) Reference | Cor. 2:7

Note: Each of these five areas will be addressed in this study. We
were planned for GodOs pleasure, We were formed for GodOs
family, We were created to become like Christ, We were shaped
for serving God, We were made for a nussi

God is the starting point and the of our lives
(PDL, p. 20). Reference Acts 17:28

What three insights does our memory verse (Col. 1:16) give us into
our purpose (PDL, pp. 201)?






The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 2
You Are Not an Accident

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OThus says the LORD who made you, and formed you in the
womb, who will help you, do not fear O Jacob, my servant, and you Jeshurun
whom | have hosenO (Isaiah 44:2). NASB

1. Have you ever heard of parents describing how they had a child, but
that child was an accident®hat do they mean when they say: Joe,
was an accident?

2. How do you think Joe is impacted when his parents tell him that they
redly did not plan to have another child and that he was an accident?

3. How does God view your birth (PDL, p 22)?

4, Why did God create you (PDL, p. 23Psalms 138:8)? Also
reference Rev. 4:11

5. Read Psalms 139:15. What about your features (hair, sien to
unique personality, race, nose, ears, feet, bone structure and other
aspects of your custom made bdlyDL, p. 23)?

6. s there something about GodOs design of you that you are struggling
to accept? What is it?

7. Who has a written record of when wdl be born and how long we
will live (PDL, p. 23; Psalms 139:16)?

8. Read Acts 17:26, what does God say about your nationality and the
location of your birth (PDL, p. 23)?

9. When you consider your existence, how should you respond and why
(Psalms 139:14)?

10.  When you consider what God thinks about your existence, how should
you feel about yourself (Psalms 139:18)?

11. What were the circumstances surrounding your birth?

12.  Why did God choose your parents (PDL, 23)?



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

What are some of the things that happen wdgaung girl gets
pregnant before marriage?

When we consider GodOs perfect plan, how should we view children
that are born into situations where the parents are not married to one
another (one night stands, boyfriend/girlfriend, rape)?

Should we rejecathildren or despise them for the circumstances they
were born in?  Why (Read the last two paragraphs on BR®L)?

When you hear the term GodOs sovereignty, what comes to your mind?

Now read a profound statement of Godps sovereignty in Isa®ah 46:
11. Now what do you think about GodOs sovereignty?

In Christ, there is a passage that reveals something that isesteain
boost. Read Eph. 1:4, and identify the esteem boost.

In looking at our salvation experience, what do you discover about
God® work in you according to James 1:18?

After reading the quote from Dr. Michael Denton on PDL page 24,
what do you think about Isaiah 45:18?

When we think about Pastor Rick WarrenOs point that God created us
to love us, what can you see in Mark 3:14,nJt8:1; Luke 6:12; |
John 4:711; 19)?

What do we learn about God carrying and keeping up with His people
PDL, p. 25DlIsaiah 46:347

What does God say in Romans 12:3 that will help us develop the
proper way of thinking about ourselves?

Read the poem goages 226



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 3
What Drives Your Life?

Study Notes

Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

1. What does the term driving force mean?
2. Several things can drive us such as
3. What are the characteristickpeople who are driven by:

a. Guilt (PDL, pp. 2728)

R/
°e

What are some of the regrets and feelings of shame that we

run from in life?

R/
°e

>

R/
%

>

R/
%

R/ R/
L X X4

R/
°e

In the guilt driven life what controls the future?
What happens with memories?

What about punishment?

Compare Genesis 2:2bwith Gen. 3:712

Look at Genesis 4:32

What can we do to overcome guilt (Ps. 33)2

b. Resentment and Anger (PDL, p. 28)

How long are hurts held in a life filled with resentment
and anger?

Is forgiveness a strong point for this person?

Some people whare driven by resentment and anger

o) upO and some people O upO.
Read Psalms 29:22. What can you expect from angry
people?

What did resentment and anger cause King Saul to do to a
trusted and loyal servant like David (I Samuel 18%)?

Some eople with anger problems donOt have past issues
feeding their anger, they get angry when they donOt get
their way (1 Kings 21:17).

Note: OYour past is past! Nothing will change it. You are only hurting yourself
with your bitterness. For your own sakearn from it, and then let it goO (PDL,

p. 28).

c. Fear (PDL, pp. 229)

1C



X3

¢

What causes fear for many people?

It is true that feadriven people often miss great
opportunities?

Why is this true?

Why did Saul fear David (I Samuel 18:12)?

Are you afraid of angne? Why?

What does God say about how to overcome fear in | John
4:187

X3

¢

X3

¢

X3

¢

X3

¢

X3

¢

d. Materialism (PDL, p 29)

« What are some of the fallacies connected with
materialism

Do possessions provide a degree of happines$ince

it does how long does it last?

Can wedah make you more secureWhy or Why not?
Read Matthew 19:182; Luke 12:131. Why do some
wealthy people have a difficult time following Jesus?

Are all wealthy people blinded by their wealth and unable
to give Jesus a total commitment (Matthew 27667

Luke 19:210)7?

X/
L %4

X/
L %4

X/
L %4

X/
L %4

e. The Need for Approval (PDL, pp. Z30)

« What is the problem with being driven by a desire to be
approved by parents, spouses, children, teachers, friends,
supervisors, etc?

+ Read Matt. 27:126; John 19:1A3; Galatians 2:113;
Exodus 321-5; 21-24; Daniel 3

«» Is it possible to please everybodghould we try to
please everybody (Gal 1:10)?

+ How do we balance looking beyond ourselves and

looking out for the interest of others with being a people

pleaser (I Corinthians 10:283)?

Christiansare about being servants of Jesus Christ. We are to love Him with
everything we have. Yet in serving Jesus Christ we are called to serve others. In
our service to others we must always serve as unto Christ and we must remember
that He is our Commandir@fficer (Il Tim. 2:34). Being controlled by the Holy
Spirit will help us keep this in balance (Eph. 528.

FYI: Here are a few other things that drive us: problems, pressures, deadlines,

unconscious beliefs, desperation for a loving relationstaipous forms of
immorality, additions and compulsions, etc.

11



4. Take some time right now and identify your driving force for the
various time frames in your life; what was the driving force:

PO T®

Highly Personal:

During your childhood
During your teen years
During your youneadult years

During your middle adult years
During your senior years

What is your driving force right now ?

5. When you think about your driving forcees what Jesus say in
Matthew 6:24 and 33 make sense to you?

6. How important is possessing purpose in life (PDL, p. 30)?

Note: OWithout a purpose, life is motion without meaning, activity without
direction, and events without reason. Without a purpdeesiltrivial, petty, and
pointlessO (PDL, p. 30).

7. What are the 5 great benefits of living a purpdseen life?

a. Knowing your purpose gives meaning to your life (PDL, pp 30-

31)

OWithout God, life has no purpose, and without purpose, life has no meanin
Without meaning, life has no significance or hopeO (PDL, 30).

la.

2a.

3a.

4a.

Have you ever felt hopeless®Explain

Read Isaiah 49:4; and Job 7:6,16, Ruth 1:221921,
what were these great saints feeling?

How important is hope (PDL, p. 31)?

If you feel hopeless today, a good dose of Jeremiah 29:11,
and Eph. 3:20, will give you what you need to get on track.

Knowing your purpose simplifies your life (PDL, pp. 31-32)

1b.  What defines what you do and what you do not do (PDL, p.

31)?

12



2b.

3b.

4b.

5b.

Whatdetermines how you make decisions, allocate your
time, and use your resources (PDL, p 31)?

What often happens when people donOt know their purpose
(PDL, p. 31)?

True or False: doing too much causes stress, fatigue and
conflict?

Read Provdrs 13:7. Who really has wealth and a simpler
life?

¢. Knowing your purpose focuses your life (PDL, pp. 32-33)

1c.

2c

3c

3c

4c.

Without purpose life is full of aimless (PDL, p 32)?

Why do some people continually change jobs,
relationships, directions, hairsg, clothes, churches, etc.
(PDL, p. 32)?

True or falseDThe real problem is not the need for external
change, the real problem is a lack of focus and purpose?

How does the focus of light illuminate the significance of
purpose (PDL, p. 32)?

What helped the Apostle Paul to accomplish so much for
the kingdom (Phil. 3:1:34)?

Note: OIf you want you life to have impact, focus it! Stop dabbling. Stop trying
to doitall. Do less. Prune away even good activities and do only that which
mattersmost. Never confuse activity with productivity. You can be busy without
purpose, but whatOs the paiht?

d. Knowing your purpose motivates your life (PDL, p. 33)

1d.

2d.

3d.

Do you have a passion for something¥hat is it?

Palm Sunday through Good Fridsywhat we call Passion
Week. What stands out to you during this time in our
LordOs life?Consider verses like Matt. 26:2; 20:28)

When you donOt have a passion for something like your

job, or your service to the Lord, how do you feel when you
haveto work or serve?

13



e.

Knowing your purpose prepares you for eternity (PDL, p. 33-
34)

le. Areyou living to create an earthly legacy (PDL, p. 33)?

2e.  What happened to Dr. DobsonOs college tennis trophy
(PDL, p. 33)?

3e. There is one thing for sure willppen when we die. What
is it according to Il Cor. 5:10)?

4e.  Pastor Rick Warren challenges us with two questions that
will be considered after we die. What are they (PDL, p.
34)?
What have you done with Jesus (John 14:7)?
What are you doing with your God given gifts and
talents (Matt. 25:1430; | Pet. 4:10)7?

14



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 4
Made to Last Forever

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

1. Do you remember the point that Pastor Warren makes on page 33 in
the ook regarding spending our lives trying to create a lasting legacy
on earth?How does spending our life trying to create a lasting legacy
on earth fit in with the fact that we will spend more time in eternity
than on earth?

2. Read the opening paragraphsbepter 4: what is our time on earth
compared to (PDL, p. 36)?

3. Look at Ecclesiastes 3:11, what does the Bible say about how God has
OprogrammedO us?

4. What is it about death that we have problems with?

5. What is the reality that each of us face in this I@e1. 2:1617; 5;
Heb. 9:27)7?

6. Fill in the Blank: While life on earth offers many choices, eternity
offers only ( or D[PDL, p. 37]?

7. How does the reality of spending most of our time in eternity impact

how we think and live in ik life (PDL, p. 37)?

Evaluate the items below and write a short statement regarding how
you view each area in light of the reality that you will spend most of
your time in eternity:

Your goals
Your relationshig
Your activities
Your problems
Your material possessions
Your spending habits
Your wardrobe

Your priorities
Your health
Your last argument
Your children
Your employment
Your education
Your efforts to live closer to God

8. If this life is it and we are simply annihilated once we die, what should
we do right now (PDL, p. 38)7?

15



10.

11.

12.

13.

By the way, look at Il Thess. 28 and identify the reason Christians
do not believe in annihilation.

What can help us overcome earthbound thinking (RDB8)?

LetOs take a quick glimpse at what we will enjoy in eternity (I Cor. 2:9;
John 14:13; Acts 7:5556; Revelation 21:22).

When do you think about eternity the most?
Since we live down here and must deal with the light afflictions in our

bodies andn our circumstances, how should we balance out the things
down here with the things that are to come (Il Cor-%:Rom. 8:18)?

16



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 5
Seeing Life From God@ View

Study Notes
Prepared By: Past®rian Kennedy

Memory Verse: Luke 16:10
" He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is
unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much.
NASU
1. Why do you think that it is important to obey Prov. 4:23?

OThe way you see your life shapes your lifeO (PDL, p. 41).

2. Our perspective in life will influence how you invest t , Spend
m , use your t , and value your r
3. When you ask people: Ohow do you see your life,O what do you

discover about them (PDL, p. 41)?
4, How do you see your life right now?

5. What are some of the things that come to peopleOs minds when they
view their lives (PDL, top of p. 42)?

6. What do you see in your mind when you think about your life?
OYour unspokenfé metaphor influences your life more than you realize. It
determines your expectations, your values, your relationships, your goals, and
your priorities. For instance, if you think life is a party, your primary value in life
will be having fun. If yowsee life as a race, you will value speed and will
probably be in a hurry much of the timeE.O (PDL, p. 42).

7. What if you are basing your Olife metaphorO on something that is
faulty, what should you do about it (Rom. 1-2)?

8. True or False: According to Ras Warren, OThe Bible offers three
metaphors that teach us GodOs view of life: Life is a test, life is a trust,
and life is a temporary assignment.O

9. LetOs talk about life as a test down here on earth.

a. What do we mean by the term test?

17



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

b. What are some eraples of people who were put to the test (Gen.
22:1; 29:2530; after his first two sermons and over 8,000 people
got saved what happened to Peter in Acts24:15:1742; Daniel
3)?

c. What are some examples of people who failed their test (I Samuel
15:1-23; | Samuel 11; Gen. 3:19)?

According to James 1:2; Rom. 5:24, what does God use to build
character?

Although we cannot predict the trials that will come our way in life,
what are some of the trials that we can expect to experience (cf. John
16:33; 11 Tim. 3:12; and middle of page in PDL, p. 43)7?

Read Il Chron. 32:31 (background Isaiah 38), what did God do and
why did He do it?

How should you respond when God seems to withdraw from you
during your trials (Heb. 13:6; Matt. 28:20)?

How sensitiveare you to GodOs desire to build character in your life as
you experience various trials (big or small, or even unnoticed) [PDL,
p. 43]?

What do we have during every single trial that we face (I Cor. 10:13)?

When we pass a test or trial, what can wé lilmoward to (James
1:14)?

Life on earth is a (PDL, p. 44)?

What part of our lives should we consider as a trust (PDL, p. 44)?

We are considered as over all that God has entrusted into our
care.

What all does God own (Ps. 24:1)7?
What did God entrust to Adam and Eve (Gen. 1:28)?

How do you treat things that are not yours (PDL, pb4&&cation
story)?

What does God say about stewards (I Cor. 4:2)?

18



24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

What lesson can we learn from the parable of the talents in Matt.
25:1429?

Whatdo you really want to hear (consider Matt. 25:21)?

Describe the importance of the three rewardsffifmation,

promotion, andcelebration that God will give us in heaven (PDL, pp.
45-46).

Is money a test for us (PDL, p. 46)7?

How important is our tesvith money (Luke 16:11)7?

How much can God entrust to your care (Luke 12:48)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 6
Lifeisa Temporary Assignment

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OWhile we look notthe things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things
which are not seen are eternal.O

1. After spending some time thinking about life as a test and life as a
trust, how does thinking dife as a temporary assignment impact you?

Quote: OTo make the best use of your life, you must never forget two truths:
First, compared with eternity, life is extremely brief. Second, earth is only a
temporary residence. You wonOt be here long, sbgktrtGo attached. Ask
God to help you see life on earth as He sees it.

2. Consider some of the scriptures that describe life as temporary (Job
8:9, Psalms 39:4). God knows how He created us (Ps. 103)13
God also knows how to remind of our temporagyn earth (Ps.
103:1516).

3. James 4:1435, gives us a very humbling view of our lives and how we
need to face each and every day, how we need to face our projects,
goals, and projections in life.

4. Pastor Warren talks about citizens of one country wgrkiranother
country through a visitor registration (green card). What should
Christians carry to help us remember that our citizenship is not here
(Phil. 3:1921)?

5. When will we stop worrying about having it all down here (PDL, 48)?

6. Read Il Cor. 5:20.What does this mean?

7. When you think about your relationship to the world, can you honestly
say that you have been a faithful ambassador or have you betrayed the
Lord?

8. What is it about this world that makes us want to stay so bad (PDL, p.
49)?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

What happns when we fall in love with this world (James 4:4; | John
2:1517; also ref. PDL, p. 489)?

As Christians, why do we experience so much difficulty in this world
(John 15:180; ref. PDL, p. 49)?

Are you completely happy in this life?Explain

Whatdoes God give us while we are awaiting our tenure down here to
end (Isaiah. 26:3; Phil. 4B, John 14:27; John 10:10; John 15:11;
Phil. 4:4; 1 Thess. 5:16; | Tim. 6:8; Phil. 4:1113)?

God has given us joy, peace and contentment in Him even on this
earth. How do we enjoy these spiritual blessings in this life (Il Cor.
5:1-9)?

Quote: Olt is a fatal mistake to assume that GodOs goal for your life is material
prosperity or popular success, as the world defines it. The abundant life has
nothing to do wit material abundance, and faithfulness to God does not
guarantee success in a career or even in ministry. Never focus on temporary
crownsO (PDL, p. 50, | Peter 2:11; James 1:27; | Cor. 9:25).

14.

15.

16.

17.

When you think about the earthly accomplishments of the Apostl
Paul, what do you think helped him stay properly focused in life (Phil.
3:7-8; 1314)?

With a proper focus in life the Apostle Paul fulfilled his temporary
earthly assignment. What was his mind set toward the end of his life
(II' Tim.4:6-8)7?

You can ado check the Hall of Fame of the Faithful in Heb. 11. Read
specifically Heb. 11:136.

What did God remind the retiring missionary of when he returned
home and the US President got all of the che@B?L, p. 51)?

Leth find encouragement in two endiootates: OBut my child, youOre not home
yet.O OAt death you wonOt leave hau®Il go homeO (PDL p. 51).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 7
The Reason for Everything

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor from Him and thgh Him and to Him are all things. To
Him be the glory forever. AmenO (Romans 11:36).

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

What is the ultimate goal of the universe (PDL, p. 53)7?

What is our ultimate purpose (Rom. 1®5Eph. 1:56; 12; 3:21; |
Cor. 10:31; Il Thess. 1:12; Isaiah 43:7)?

What do we mean when we say OGodOs gloryO (PDL, p. 53)?
Where do we see the glory of God (PDL, p. 53)?

Read Psalms 1948, what does nature do?

Quote: OThroughout history, God has revealed his glory to people in different
settings. He revealed it first the Garden of Eden, then to Moses, then in the
tabernacle and the temple, then through Jesus and now through the diurch?
was portrayed as a consuming fire, a cloud, thunder, smoke, and a brilliant light.
In heaven, GodOs glory provides all thitliteededO (PDL, p. 54, cf. Rev. 21:23).

6.

7.

10.

11.

12.

Who revealed GodOs glory perfectly (PDL, p. 54. also cf. John 17:4)?

How did Jesus display the glory of God so that all could Ek#th
1:14; cf. Heb. 1:3)?

Read | Chron. 16:2381, what should we do?

True or Rse: Oln the entire universe, only two of GodOs creations fail
to bring glory to him. If true what are they?

What does failing to bring glory to God consist of (PDL, p. 55; cf.
Rom. 3:23)7?

How do we bring glory to God in our worship (PDL, p. 55)?

Read Romans 6:13, then discuss how worshiping God is to be a way
of life

How do we bring glory to God by loving other believers (PDL, p. 56)?
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Read Rom. 15:7; John 13:3%, Mark 12:3631, and then discuss how
loving other Christians is tied into glorifyg God.

13. How do we bring glory to God by becoming lik&it (PDL, p. 56)?

Read Il Cor. 3:18; Phil. 2:B; John 15:8, and discuss how becoming
like Christ brings glory to God.

14. How do we bring glory to God by serving others with our gifts (PDL,
p. 57)?

Read | Peter 4:2Q1 and discuss how using our giftsserve others
brings glory to God.

15. How do we bring glory to God by telling others about Him (PDL, p.
57)?

Read Il Cor. 4:718, and discuss how telling others about the Lord
(despite opposition) brings glory to God.

Quote:OLiving the rest of your lifeor the glory of God will require a change in
your priorities, your schedule, your relationships, and everything else. It will
sometimes mean choosing a difficult path instead of an easy one. Even Jesus
struggled with thisO (PDL, p. 57, cf. John 1228y

16. What does God provide to help us bring glory to Him (Il Peter 1:3)7?

17.  Are you choosing to live a life to bring glory to God or do you just
exist?

18. How many of you are sure that you have a personal relationship with
Jesus Christ (John 1:12; | John 512)?
If you are safe in the arms of Jesus, how do you help others that are
not?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 8
Planned for God@ Pleasure

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor the LORD takes pleasure in His pedéewill beautify
the afflicted ones with salvationO (Psalms 149:4).

In the series 40 Days of Purpose, Pastor Warren identifies 5 key areas that
answers the question What on Earth am | here Mathely, Worship,
Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry, and Bragelism. This week we began to
focus on the first key area (worship). So from tilss@ek through the f4week
we will focus on worship.

1.

2.

Why did God create you (Rev. 4:11)7?

How does God creating you for His pleasure impact your feelings
of significance (PDL, 63)?

Read Ephesians & What do you think about yourself now?

If God created you to bring pleasure to Himself, what can we
experience (PDL, p. 64)? What has God given us to enjoy
pleasure (PDL, p. 64)?

God created us for His plaas can we find joy and fulfillment in
bringing pleasure to Him (Neh. 8:10; Ps. 1; Ps. 51:12; 119:97; Phil.
3:7-10)?

What can we learn about God from the following verses:

a. Gen.6:6 h. Psalms 5:5

b. Ex.20:5 i. Psalms 35:27
c. Deut. 32:36 J. Psdms 37:23
d. Judges 2:20 k. Psalms 103:13
e. | Kings 10:9 [. Psalms 104:31
f. 1Chron. 16:27 m. Ezekiel 5:13
g. Psalms 2:4 n. 1John 4:16

Doing things that bring pleasure to God is considered an act of
(PDL, P. 64)?

What has God OhavdredQOnto us (PDL, p. 64)?
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9. When you think of worship, what comes to your mind (PDL, pp.
64-65)7?

Brief summation of the word worship: Reverent devotion and allegiance
pledged to God; the rituals or ceremonies by which this reverence is expressed.
The English ward worship comes from the Old English word worthship, a word
which denotes the worthiness of the one receiving the special honor or devotion
(from Nelsors lllustrated Bible Dictionary, Copyright (c)1986, Thomas Nelson
Publishers).

10. Is there anything wranwith saying: QAt our church we have the
worship first, and then the teachingO?

11. Every part of a church service is an act of (PDL, p.
65)?

12.  What does God seek from His worshippers (John 15:6)?
13. What was Adam doing in Gen. 2:P9; 237

14.  Is wordip limited to music (PDL, p. 65)?

15.  Is worship limited to a certain style of music (PDL, p. 65)?

16.  Should all music that is played or sang in the church be considered
as worship music?

17.  What determines the appropriateness for music in the church for
you?How does the Pastor and other leaders responsible for music
handle this very delicate matter here at Mt. Zion (I Cor. 10:31)?

18. What is important when we engage in any act of worship (John
4:24)?

19.  When you walk into a worship experience that you are unfamili
with and you are asked to sing along what should you do (I John
4:1-3)?

20.  What kind of worship does God have a problem with (Matt.-15:7
9)?

21.  When you think about worship, whose benefit is it really for (PDL

p. 66, see also, Il Chron=A especially 7:13; Matt. 28:1617,
John 4:23)?
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22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

What does God want in our worship (Gen. 820 2 Cor 2:14
17)?

Read Psalm 105:4; and Psalms 113:3: What should-geing?
Are there any exceptions to Psalms 3871

What about during the week at work, at schoohanhe, etc., what
does God expect of us (PDL p. 67, cf. | Cor. 10:31)?

How do we accomplish numbers 22 thru 26 above (Rom. 12:1;
Col. 3:23)?

Think about a male and female couple falling in love and

maintaining their relationship. This is how we deveddge of
worship toward God (a life of reverent devotion and allegiance).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 9
What Makes God Smile?

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OThe LORD favors those who fear Him, those who wait for
His loving-kindnessO (Ps. 147:11).

1.

2.

Read Ephesians 58, what should we understand and do?

Give the name of someone who is a clear example of bringing pleasure
to God (PDL, p. 67, cf. Gen. 6:8).

Read Genesis 6:8, what was going on during NoahOs days (RDL
67)?

Describe how God smiles when we love Him supremely (PDL, p. 70,
cf. Gen. 6:9; Hosea 6:6; Matt. 22:38).

a. What happens in our relationships when we love God with
everything we have (ref. Matt. 22:39; | John 424)?

b. Does intimacy with God oce in our love relationship with Him
(John 14:21)?

Describe how God smiles when we trust Him completely (PDL, pp.
70-71, cf. James 1:8; Heb. 11:6)?

a. Consider the three problems that could have caused doubts for
Noah (rain, ocean, roundup).

b. What are sme of our trust issues and what does God say about it
(PDL p. 71, cf. Heb. 11:6)?

Describe how God smiles when we obey Him wholeheartedly (PDL p.
71; cf. Gen. 6:22; Heb. 11:7)

a. Can you obey God without questions or objections or reservations,
or hesitatbns?

b. Are you comfortable working for God and not expecting an

explanation for your various assignments?

What is delayed obedience?

What is partial obedience?

e. OUnderstanding can wait, but obedience canOtO (p. 72).

Qo

27



f. Here are some obedience attitude shapRss:100:2 OServe the
LORD with gladness; come before Him with joyful singing.O
Ps. 119:33, Oteach me, O LORD, the way of Your statutes, and |
shall observe it to the end.O
Ps. 119:135, OMake Your face shine upon Your servant, and teach
me Your statutes.O

g. Why is obedience so pleasing to God (John 14:15, PDL p. 73)?

7. Describe how God smiles when we praise and thank Him continually.

a. What was NoahOs first act to show praise and thanksgiving to God
after the flood (Gen. 8:20)?

b. Since we donOt offer animal sficeis as Christians, what is God
expecting (Rom 12:1); and what does God love (Ps. 63139

c. Does the enjoyment of praising and thanking God go both ways?
Explain (review Ps. 34:8)

8. Describe how God smiles when we use our abilities?

a. What did God instrct Noah to do after he came out of the ark
(Gen. 9:1,3)?

b. What all does God see and how does He respond when His people
do right (Ps. 37:23; Ps. 33:157?

c. What all can be done for GodOs pleasure with the exception of sin
(PDL, p. 74)?

d. Can you bring gloryo God by hiding your abilities or by trying to
be someone else (PDL, p. 75)?

e. What if you are not happy with what God has gifted you with; how
should you rethink your giftedness or your God given abilities (I
Cor. 12:11,18; Ps 139:14; and Isaiah 45:9).

Note: Oln the film Chariots of Fire, Olympic runner Eric Liddell says, Ol believe
God made me for a purpose, but he also made me fast, and when | run, | feel
GodOs pleasure.O Later he says, Oto give up running would be to hold him in
contempt.O There are unspiritual abilities, just misused ones. Start using yours
for GodOs pleasureO (PDL, p. 75).

f. Why does God give us things (I Tim. 6:17)?

g. Just like a parent enjoys His children every stage of their growth,
does God enjoys every stage of our growthi(labPs. 103:1-34,
cf. PDL, p. 76).

Personal Question: Have you come to a point in your life where you can honestly

say: | am more concerned about God getting pleasure out of my life than | am
concerned with my getting pleasure out of life (look updr.%:69?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 10

The Heart of Worship

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as
instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselvesd@as&those alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to GodO (Rom. 6:13).

1.

2.

What is at the heart of worship (Rom. 6:13; PDL p. 77)?

What are some of the challenges surrounding the word surrender (PDL
p. 77)?

Note: QBut surreedng to God is the heart of worship. It is the natural response
to GodOs amazing love and mercy. We give ourselves to him, not out of fear or
duty, but in love, Obecause He first loved usOO (I Jatth 49).

3.

10.

Read Rom. 12:1. What is a practical vialyus to express our
appreciation to God for His mercy and grace toward us?

What are some of the many ways the practice of surrender is expressed
throughout scripture (Matt. 11:28); 16:24; Luke 14:227; Rom.
10:910)?

How much of your life does Godamt? How much have you given
Him so far?

What are three barriers that block our total surrender to God (PDL, p.
78)7?

Describe fear, pride, and confusion (Owe donOt realize how much God
loves us, we want to control our own lives, and we misundetsten
meaning of surrenderORef. PDL, p. 78

is an essential ingredient to surrender. You wonOt
surrender to God unless you Him (PDL, p. 78).

What can we do to develop trust in God (Ps. 119:125; Rom. 12:2; Col
2:6-7; | Pet. 2:12; etc)?

If you are afraid to trust God, what can you focus on to help you grow
(I John 4:18)?
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GodOs love (Ps. 145:9; John 3:16); We are never out of GodOs sight
(Ps. 139:3); God cares about every detail of our lives (Matt. 10:30);
God gives us the capity to enjoy all kinds of pleasure (I Tim. 6:17);
God has good plans for your life (Jeremiah 29:11); God forgives us
(Ps. 86:5); God is lovingly patient with us (Ps. 145:8); God loves us
infinitely more than we can imagine (Rom. 5:8).

11. Does God force umto submission, or does He try to break our will, or
does He bully Himself upon us (Rev. 3:20)7?

12. When we surrender to the Lord what will we discover about Him
(Matt. 11:2830; John 14:21)?

13. How does pride and admitting our limitations create a barrietab
surrender to God (PDL, p. 79)?

We are limited as GodOs
The oldest temptation is for us to desire to be like (Gen. 3:5)
Why do we struggle so much with pride?

Note: A.W. Tozer said, OThe reason why many are still troubiledesking,

still making little forward progress is because they havenOt yet come to the end of
themselves. WeOre still trying to give orders, and interfering with GodOs work
within usO (PDL, p. 79).

Note: OWe arenOt God and never will be. We arans@n(PDL, p. 79)
14.  When are we acting most like Satan (Isaiah 14:4y?

15. Read the last paragraph on page 79 in the book PDL. Now what do
you think.

16. What do we really mean when we say surrender: does it mean
becoming a robot, do we simply stop learning avaste our minds, or
do we lose our unique personalities (Matt 1:29; also PDL, p. 80)?

17.  Surrendering is best demonstrated in our to God (Luke
5:1-5; PDL, p. 80).

18.  Discuss trust and total surrender (AbraHawhere, HannaBwhen,
and Marybhow) See bottom of PDL, p. 80

19. What is a good sign that you are surrendered to God (Ps. 37:7, PDL, p.
80)?
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Note: OThe most difficult area to surrender for many people is their money. Many
have thought, Ol want to live for God but | also want to earmgkemoaney to live
comfortably and retire someday.O Retirement is not the goal of a surrendered life,
because it competes with God for the primary attention of our livesO (PDL, p. 81).
Ref. Matt. 6:24; Matt. 6:21

20.  What is the ultimate example of selirrender (Mark 14:36)?
Note: OGenuine surrender says, OFather, if this problem, pain sickness, or
circumstance is needed to fulfill your purpose and glory in my life or in anotherOs,
please donOt take it away.O This level of maturity does not come easyus
case, he agonized so much over GodOs plan that he sweat drops of blood.
Surrender is hard work. In our case, it is intense warfare against coesifed
natureO (PDL, p. 81).
21. Read Isaiah 26:3, Rom. 6:17, and Il Cor. 12:9. Discuss how peace,
freedom, and power are blessings that we experience from total
surrender to God.

22.  Why is this statement a paradox: OVictory comes through surrenderO
(PDL, p. 82)?

23. Does surrender to God weaken you or strengthen you (PDL, p. 82)?

24.  What did Joshua have to do experience victory in his biggest battle
(Joshua 5:135; PDL, p. 82)?

25.  Was it MaryOs beauty, talent, wealth, or her total surrender that made
her a choice vessel for GodOs use (Luke 1:38)?

26. What is the best way to live (PDL, p. 82 at bottom of page)?

27.  True or false: OSurrender is not the best way to live; it is the only way
to liveO (PDL, p. 83)?

28.  What is your reasonable service (Rom. 12:1)?

29. s surrender a foolish emotional impulse or a rational, intelligent act
(PDL, p. 83)?

30.  Your wisest moments akghen you say to the Lord (PDL, p.
83).

31.  What do you eventually discover about yourself regarding barriers to
GodOs blessings (PDL, p.83)?
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32.  Can you fulfill God purposes for your life while focusing on your own
plans (PDL, p. 83)?

Note: OIf God igoing to do his deepest work in you, it will begin with this. So
give it all to God: your past regrets, your present problems, your future ambitions,
your fears, dreams, weaknesses, habits, hurts, anelipangPut Jesus Christ in_
the driverOs seat adwyr life and take your hands off the steering wheel. DonOt be
afraid; nothing under His control can ever be out of control. Mastered by Christ,
you can handle anythingO (PDL, p£8&f. Phil. 4:13).

33.  When did Paul®s moment of surrender occur (Act2®2

34. Is surrender a ongme event or something else (I Cor. 15:31)?

35. What is the difference between a moment of surrender and the practice
of surrender?

36. What is the problem with a living sacrifice (PDL, p. 83)?
37. What did Jesus say about the practiceusfender (Luke 9:23)?

38.  What will it cost you when you surrender all?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 11
Becoming Best Friends with God

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OThe secret of the LORD is for $kovho fear Him, and He will
make them know His covenantO (Psalms 25:14).

The primary meaning of the word OsecretO is "confidential speech”. The
emphasis is on confidentiality. The idea here is that the wise and upright man
who walks in the fear of thieord will have Gods secret counsel (from

Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament. Copyright (¢) 1980 by The Moody
Bible Institute of Chicago).

The word OsecretO refers to a session, i.e. company of persons (in close
deliberation); by implication, tmacy, consultation, a secret (Biblesofilew
Exhaustive Strong'Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Gresdirew
Dictionary. Copyright (c) 1994, Biblesoft and International Bible Translators,
Inc.).

1. Based on the definition of the word OsecretO.ia®P#4, what is
available for those who have reverence for the LORD?

2. Describe what a best friend relationship is like.

3. What are several aspects of our relationship with God (Ps. 95:6; 136:3,
John 13:13; Jude 1:4; |1 John 3:1; Isaiah 33:22; 47:4; Ps 83?28,

P. 85)?

4. What did Adam and Eve enjoy in the Garden (Gen.-298PDL, p.
85)?

5. What happened to this intimate relationship after Adam sinned (Rom.
5:12)?

6. What occurred to restore the relationship between God and man (Il

Cor. 5:1718; 21)?

7. Do wehave immediate and continual access to God (Rom. 5:11; Heb
4:16)?
8. Is Jesus the only One in the Trinity that we can be in relationship with

(I John 1:3; I Cor. 1:9; Il Cor. 13:14)?
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

What did Jesus say to His disciples in John 15:15 and why?
What does Godlearly express in Ex. 34:14?

Did God plan the universe and orchestrate human history so that we
could know Him (Acts 17:2@7DPDL, pp. 8687)7?

If we are going to boast about anything what should we boast about
(Jer. 9:24)?

How do you feel about thedl-powerful, invisible, alknowing, and
holy God of all the earth reaching out to you in order to be your friend
(PDL, p. 87)?

The first secret in chapter 11 regarding being GodOs friend in constant
(PDL, 87)?

a. Can you grow a close relatidnp with God through constant

conversation by just attending church once per week?

What is friendship with God built on (PDL, p. 87)7?

How do we share all of our life experiences with God?

What is a daily devotional time or quiet time?

If all a husband digvas kept a short morning appointment with his

wife what would their relationship be like?

Is a once a day devotion time enough for our relationship with

God?

g. What do you think obedience to | Thess. 5:17, will do in our
relationship with God (PDL, pp. 898)?

h. Brother Lawrence, a cook in a French monastery that wrote a book
entitled OPracticing the Presence of God,O said: Othe key to
friendship with God is not changing what you do, but changing
your toward what you doO (PDL, p.88).

i. Do you need togt away from your daily routine to have
meaningful worship with God (PDL, p. 88)?

J. Praying conversational prayers continually through the
day rather than trying to pray sessions of complex
prayers is a very helpful idea from Brother Lamge (PDL, p. 88).

k. In this age of attention deficit, keeping it simple is a great idea isnOt
it?

|.  There are several Obreath prayersO listed on page 89. What are
some of the breath prayers that we can pray?

m. There is a prayer that can help you master thisemat talking to
God throughout the day: OLord help me to be
of your presence.

cooo

.
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15.

The second secret to establishing a friendship with God is through

oo

16.
you?

meditation?

What is constant meditation (PDL, p. 90)?

What are some of theitlgs we are to turn over and over in our
minds (Ps. 23:4; 143:5; 145:5; Joshua 1:8; Ps. 1:2)?

How did God reveal Himself to Samuel (I Sam. 3:21)?

Note two ways that God reveals Himself to us today (Rom-1:18
20 and Ps. 19 natural revelation; John 5:391afdn. 3:16-17
special revelation)?

Meditation is great for those who canOt study the Word of God all
day. What is it about meditation that keeps us in the Word
although we are doing something else (Ps. 11DBDL, p. 90)?
What did Job say on this selsf (Job 23:12)?

Is meditation mysterious or is it a practical way to incorporate
GodOs Word into our lives?

What did God share with Abraham, Daniel, Paul, the Disciples,
and other friends (Gen. 18:17; Daniel 2:19; | Cor-10}?

Review the memoryerse in Ps. 25:14, what is God sharing with
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 12
Developing Y our Friendship with God

Study Notes Prepared by:
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: ODraw near to God and He will draw near to §teanse
your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you deublded.O

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

How close can we get to God (PDL, p.92)?

OLike any friendship, you must at developing your friendship
with GodO (PDL, p.92).

It takes des i , and ene to develop our friendship
with God.

What is the first building block to a deeper friendship with God?

In being completely honest with God how do handle your faults and
feelings with God?

Were any of the friends of God in the Bible perfect or did &xpect
them to be perfect (PDL, p. 92)?

What did God expect from them (Ps. 32:5)?

God is not a because of friend, but an in spite of friend. What other
scripture(s) besides Matt. 11:28 can you give to substantiate this point?

How honest is the relatnship with God and His friends:

a. Abraham (Gen. 18:233) b. Moses (Ex. 3-4:17)
c. Job (3; 7:1721; 42:7) d. Elijah (I Kings 19:118)
e. Jeremiah (Jeremiah 20) f. Naomi (Ruth 1)

g. David (Ps. 142)

Read Exodus 33 and make some observategerding the
relationship that God had with Moses.

Read Rom. 8:28; Isaiah 5598 and identify a critical aspect of our
friendship with God.

In your relationship with God are there any barriers such as
superficiality, a fear of expressing your deep ské&telings, anger and
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

resentment toward God for something He allowed to happen (you feel
cheated, disappointed, betrayed),

you donOt like the way God made you, your upbringing, some
unanswered prayer(s), your marital status, etc (PDL, p. 94)?

Write a nde to God now and honestly explain to God how you feel
about your relationship with Him and how you want to see your
relationship improve.

When Jesus talked about friendship what did He say characterizes
friendship with God (John 15:14)?

If we donOt olyeGod out of guilt force, fear of punishment, duty,
obligation, why do we obey God anyway (John 14:15J8hn 15:9-
11 see also PDL, p. 95)?

True or correct: OTrue friendship isnOt passive; it actsO (PDL, p. 96)?

Read Matt. 5:4317; 18:1517; 25:3440, what are some of the acts that
Jesus expects us to engage in?

Some of us are waiting around for our big assignment; and some of us
are challenged by big assignments; but God wants simple obedience
from us each and every day (I Sam. 15:22; Luke 62D PDL, p.

96).

Did Jesus model obedience in His thirty years on earth prior to starting
His earthly ministry and then having to fulfill His ObigO assignment
(Matt 3:17; Luke 2:51)7?

In our friendship with God should we learn to value the things that
God vdues (PDL, p. 96)? How does this work in human to

human friendships?

Read Il Cor. 11:2; and Ps 69:9, what did these two friends of God
model?

What does God care most about in our world (John 3:16; Rom. 5:8)7?

Salvation is something that God ve#y how should we respond to
Matt. 28:1820?

What should you desire more than anything else (Ps. 27:4; 63:3; Mark
12:30; Phil. 3:711)7?
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Note: OThe truth iByou are as close to God as you choose to be. Intimate
friendship with God is a choice, not accident. You must intentionally seek it.
Do you really want iDbmore than anything®hat is it worth to yous it worth

giving up other things3s it worth the effort of developing the habits and skills
required® (PDL, p. 98)

24.  Where ever you ar@iyour walk with God, you can get closer; you
can improve and develop an ever deepening love relationship with
God. What are you willing to do each day to achieve this?

38



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 13
Worship That Pleases God

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all you strengthO (Mark

12:30).
1.

2.

What does God want from us (Mark 12:30. 100)?

What doest mean to give our all to the Lord (discuss patrtial
devotion)?

Fill in the blanks: OThere is a way to worship and a
way to worship (Heb. 12:28PDL, p. 100). There are four (4)
characteristics of worship that pleases God:

God is pleasedhen our worship is accurate.

a.
b.

How do we develop an accurate view of God?
If we develop our own view of God what is that called (PDL, p.
01)?

c. Read John 4:23. What will true worshippers do?
d.

Why do you think we see things in worship services that ardytotal
foreign to scriptures (what are some of these things)?

God is pleased when our worship is authentic.

a.

b.
C.

What does Jesus mean in John 4:23 by the phrase Oworship the
Father in spiritO (PDL, p. 101)?

What does Jesus mean in Mark 12:30 by the term spirit?

Loving God with all of our heart, soul, mind, and strength is not
only a statement of total commitment, but it is also a statement of
genuine, heartfelt worship (explain). Ref. PDL, p. 101

Why shouldnOt clothing be an issue in the worship experience (|
Sam 16:7)?

Emotional expressions during the worship experience are a part of
worshiping God. Look at Ps. 343t Ps. 100:22; Ps. 47:1; Ps.
150:36 (the instruments listed here donOt play themselves).
What is God looking for in our emotional expressionsa@iHim
(John 4:23; | Cor. 14: 40)?

What does God have problems with in our worship (Matt.-95:1
Matt. 23:2329)?
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What should you do if you are very reserved and someone next to
you claps their hands or shouts: praise the Lord!

Even if we donOt know alf the favorite expressions commonly
heard in Christian circles, if our heart is right the Holy Spirit will
help get our expressions to the throne of God in an acceptable
manner (Rom. 8:2@7).

By the way, what are some of our favorite expression tkat w
direct toward God? Are they Biblical? When does God like
to hear them?

In worship and other things in life is it possible to be sincerely
wrong (I Kings 18:199)?

Weneeds_ tandt  t to protect us from relating to God
sincerely wrongJohn 4:24).

Note: OWorship must be both accurate and authentic-p&ading worship is
deeply emotional and deeply doctrinal. We use both our hearts and our heads.O

m.
n. How did Gary work throughis struggle with the expectation for

What is our biggest distraction in worship (PDL, p. 102)?

everybody to love God in the same way especially in light of how
God made us all different (PDL, p. 102)?

Which is the right way to worship God: being outdoors, studying
singing, reading, dancing, creating art, segwathers, having
solitude, enjoying fellowship, or some other activity (PDL, p.
103)?

Look at nine ways people draw near to God on p. 103.

. How does the phrase: OJust be yourselfO fit in the areas of worship?

6. God is Pleased when our worship is thoughtful

apop

OIf worship is mindless it is meaninglessO (PDL, p. 103)

How does Jesus feel about vain repetition (Matt7%7%

What are some examples of vain repetitions (PDL, p. 103)?
What are some ways to keep OfreshO and alert when worshiping
God (PDL, p. 108

What does being specific in our expressions to God help us with
(PDL, p. 104)?

Yahweh (Jehovah) means sekistent One (Ex. 3:14). This name
for God emphasizes the covenant keeping nature of God. It
highlights the fact that God honors His relationshith His

people; that God is holy and will punish sin.

Compound forms add special meaning by highlighting some
special characteristic of God.

Yahweh Jirefbthe Lord will provide (Gen. 22:134)
Yahweh Nissbthe Lord is my banner (Ex 17:15)
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Yahweh Shaimbthe Lord is my peace (Judg. 6:24)
Yahweh SabbaotBthe Lord of hosts (I Sam. 1:3)

Yahweh Raaldthe Lord is my Shepherd (Ps. 23:1)
Yahweh Tsidkentthe Lord our righteousness (Jer. 23:6)
Yahweh Shammabthe Lord who is present (Ezek. 48:35)

As wemeditate on these various compound forms it adds meaning
and deepens our worship of the Lord.

g. What about our corporate worship. What can we do to make it
meaningful as individuals coming into a corporate setting with
various people, personalities, anéfprences?

h. Should we be selfish in our worship and ignore the possibility of
unbelievers or Obabes in ChristO understanding what we are doing
(I Cor. 14:1617)?

7. God is pleased when our worship is practical.

a. What does God command us to do in Rom. 12:1?

b.

Why the body and not the spirit in this case (Rom. 12:1)?

Note: OYou have heard _people say, Ol canOt make it to the meeting tonight, but
101l be with you in spirit.O Do you know what that me&iaing. 1tOs

worthless! As long as youOre on earth, gpirit can only be where your bodly is.

If you body isnOt there, neither are youO (PDL, p. 105).

C.

What do we normally associate offering sacrifices to (PDL, p.

105)?

d.

e.

How does God change of concept of sacrifices being dead (Rom.

12:1- PDL, p. 105)?

What is the problem with living sacrifices (PDL, p. 105)?

We sing OOnward Christian SoldiersO on and then go
on Monday (PDL, p. 105).

The Bible clearly reveals that God takes pleasure in the various

offerings: thanksgiving (Ps. 50:14raise (Heb. 13:15), humility

(Ps. 51:17; 54:6), repentance (Matt. 21329 Il Cor. 7:9),

offerings of money (Phil. 4:18), prayer (Ps. 141:2), serving others

(Heb. 13:16), and sharing with those in need (Matt. 28(34

What do you sacrifice in wehiping God?

What are some practical ways to shift the focus away from us in

worship and onto God?

1h)  In the worship service
2h) At work

3h) At school

4h)  In your neighborhood
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5h)
6h)
7h)
8h)
9h)
10h)

While shopping

While exercising

While dealing with sickness angin
While witnessing to others

While helping others

While sitting at home with family
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 14
When God Seems Distant

Study Notes Prepared by
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse:  "Make surethat your character is free from the love of money, being

10.

11.

content with what you have; for He Himself has said, 'l will never
desert you, nor will | ever forsake you™ (Heb. 13:5).

What is your worship of God like when everything is going well (job, car, home,
relationships, health money, success, good feelings, good situations, etc.)?

What is your worship like when lifeis a challenge and God doesn't seem to be
answering when you call on Him (PDL, p. 107)?

Why is praising God in spite of pain, thanking God during atrial, trusting Him when
tempted, surrendering while suffering, and loving Him when He seems distant
considered the deepest level of worship (PDL, p. 107)?

What is one of the true tests in friendships (PDL, p. 107)?

In regards to our friendship with God, what does God often do to mature our
relationship
(James 1:2-3 - PDL, p. 108)?

Describe King David's friendship with God (I Sam 13:14; Acts 13:22)?

Being that David had such a close friendship with God, did He ever express any
feelings of being distant from God (Ps 10:1; 22:1-2; 43:2; 7411, 88:14 - PDL, p.
108)?

Although David expressed feelings of distance from God, did God every abandon
David (Ps. 37:25; Deut. 31:8; Ps 37:28; John 14:16-18 - PDL, p. 108)?

Read what Floyd McClung describes on the bottom of page 108. Describe your
experience.

Knowing that God is ever present even when we are going through a stormin life and
it seems like He isfar away, what do we have for reassurance (Job 23:8-10)?

Sometimes people associate tragedy or hard times with some sin or alack of faith. Is
this alwaysthe case? Whenisit true and when isit not true?

Consider Job 1:1; 4:7-9, 12-19 - FY'| look at Job 4:3-6.

Consider also Ps. 32:1-5

Consider Il Cor. 12:1-10; | Peter 1:3-9; | Peter 5:8-10; James 1:1-8
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

"The most common mistake Christians make in worship today is seeking an
ex e rather than seeking God. They look for afeeling, and if it happens,
they conclude that they have worshiped" (PDL p. 109).

What should our worship of God be based upon?

If we base our worship of God on what He has revealed about Himself what will we
have even if we don't feel His presence as we normally do during the worship
experience?

If you wake up on aMonday feeling abit gloomy after along day of rich worship
and feeling the presences of God, what should you do (review Heb. 11:1 and 6)?

Based on the Word of God what pleases God: feelings or faith (PDL, p. 110)?

Back to the gloomy Monday, or the period of time when you have prayed but God
haven't answered yet; or when you can't seem to get any relief from the challengesin
life. What should you do (Job 1:20-22; 11 Cor. 12:9-10 - PDL, p. 110)?

Isit okay to express your deep seated emotions to God (Job. 7:11; 20-21; 29:4; |
Kings 19:1-10 - PDL, p. 110)?

In the midst of crisis; in the high point of the storm, a clear focus on God will get you
through. Sometimes you will start out well by staying focused on God even in the
middle of the storm (meaning the storm has been going for awhile but it is not over),
but before you know it you can look at the circumstances surrounding you and start
to sink. Inthose middle of the storm sinking situations, if you just remember that
despite your failure to stay focused you can still cry out to God, He will save you
from drowning in the midst of the storm, and He will stabilize you in the midst of the
storm and while the storm is still raging He will bring you to "a boat of safety” ("a
boat of safety" in the middle of aterrible storm is classified as such because Jesus is
in it with you!).

Watch this! You are safer in the middle of aterrible storm in "aboat of safety" than
you are in any human based form of safety. Review Matt. 14:22-33 and PDL, p.

111.

Here are some things to keep in mind during astorm in life (PDL, p. 111):

God is good and loving (Job 10:12)

God is all-powerful (Job 42:2; 37:5, 23)

God notices every detail of your life (Job 23:10; 31:4)
God isin control (Job 1:12; 2:6; 34:13)

God has a plan for your life (Job 23:14)

God will save you (Job 19:25-27)

~0oo0 T

In the midst of your storms you can trust God to keep His promises, so grab a bunch
of His promises and hang on to them for dear life (Ps. 37:25; Job 23:12; Job 13:15 -
PDL, p. 111-112)
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21. To keep from getting lost in the tail spin of a self-centered pity party learn to praise
God for voluntarily going through excruciating pain and anguish so that we can
confidently proclaim: "the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory that isto be revealed to us" (Rom. 8:18).

Take afew minutes to reflect on the indescribable sacrifice that Jesus made for our

sins and keep it fresh so that you will never forget to praise Him before the storm, in
the storm and after the storm (Il Cor. 8:9 - PDL pp. 112-113).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 15
Formed for God@ Family

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OHe predestx us to adoption as sons through Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the kind intention of His will.O (Eph. 1:5).

In the series 40 Days of Purpose, Pastor Warren identifies 5 key areas that
answers the question What on Earth am | here Mathely, Woship,

Fellowship, Discipleship, Ministry, and Evangelism. This week through week 21,
we will begin to focus on the second key area (fellowship).

1. What evidence can you find in the Bible that identifies God as
family oriented (PDL, p. 117)?

2. Describe howhe Trinity is the perfect pattern for relational
harmony (PDL, p. 11-118).

3. Did God create us because He was lonely (PDL, p. 118)?

4, Read James 1:18, what do we learn about GodOs choice in
developing a family of believers (see also Mark 3:14)?

5. True or F#se: God is the Father of all in four relationships?

Of all men by virtue of being their Creator (Eph. 4:6)
Of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matt. 3:17)

Of Israel (Ex. 4:22)

Of believers in the Lord Jesus Christ (Gal. 3:26)

apop

6. Is God everyoneOs Father as it esléd salvation (John 8:44; Rom.
8:1517)?

7. What is the difference between the universal brotherhood of man
and the universal neighborhood of man?

8. How do we become children of God (John 1:12; Gal. 3:26)?

9. What is it about our spiritual family that makésnore important
than our physical family (bottom of PDL, p. 118)?

10.  When we think about what God put into making us into one large
family as fellow heirs and fellow members of the body and fellow

46



partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus, should we express
excitement (Eph. 3:345DPDL, p. 118)7?

11. In Christ Jesus we have several gifts upon our
birth: PDL, p. 119 top of page.

12.  LetOs look at some of our inheritance (PDL, p. 119):

a.

~poowT

=@

Rich inheritance Phil. 4:19; | Peter 1:3; Rom. 8:17; Gal.
4:7)

Share the family name (I John 3:1)

Share the family likeness (Rom. 8:29)

Share the family privileges (Gal. 47 Eph 1:3)

Share the family intimate access (Eph. 3:12; Heb. 4:16)
Share in the family fortuneEph. 1:7; Rom. 2:4; Rom.
11:33; fortune ireternity- Eph 1:18; Rom 8:18.

Eternity with God- | Theses. 5:10; 4:17

We will be changed to be like Christ John 3:2; Il Cor.
3:18

Free for all pain, death and sufferinRev. 21:4

We will be rewarded Mark 9:41; 10:2830; | Cor. 3:8;
Heb. 10:3239; Matt. 25:3140; Il Tim. 4:78

We will share in ChristOs glorRom. 8:17; Col. 3:4; II
Thess. 2:14; 1l Tim. 2:12; | Pet. 5:1

Our inheritance is eternal and will not fade away (I Pet.
1:4)

Note: OThis means that your eternal inheritance is priceless,ggrmanent, and
protected. No one can take it from you; it canOt be destroyed by war, a poor

economy, or a natural disaster. This eternal inheritance, not retirement, is what

you should be looking forward to and working for. )
Retirement is a shortsigid goal. You should be living in light of eternity.O (Col.
3:2324)bPDL, p. 119

13. How does baptism fit into the Christian experience (healthy family

and family pridepMatt. 28:1820; PDL, p. 120

14. How does the physical act of water baptism symbolizepirgual
reality in the Christians life (Rom. 614)?

15. How does the spiritual baptism that Holy Spirit performs identify
us with the body of Christ (I Cor. 1222 BPDL, p. 120)?

16. Does water baptism save you (Rom. 10 Acts 2:41; 8:12A3;
35-38 DL, pp. 120121)7?

47



17.  Are there any delayed baptisms in the New Testament?

18.  When we become a member of GodOs family is He ashamed to

claim us (compare Heb. 2:11 with Luke 9:2@; see also Matt.
12:4650DPDL, p. 121)?

When you are faced with the challengédife, what will help anchor you in the
hope that we have in Jesus (Rom. 817418, 28)?

48



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 16
What Matters Most

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OForthe whole Law is fulfilled in oneword, in the statement,
OYou shall love your neighbor as yourselfOO (Galatians 5:14).

1.

2.

When all the dust settles what is life all about (PDL, p. 123)?

If you ask God, what would He say is the most important thing to do
while we are here oearth (Mark 12:381- Gal. 5:14bPDL, p. 123)?

What is the greatest lesson that God wants us to learn in this life (PDL,
p. 123)?

Is God concerned about how we love our Christian family members
(Gal. 6:10; | Peter 2:1DPDL, p. 123124)?

God wants His family to be known for its love more than anything
else.

a. Circle the best answer: What is the ChristianOs greatest witness to
the world (our doctrine, our material assets, our academic
accomplishments, our job title, our contributions to humanity, our
love for each other, our marital status, our level of church activity)

- John 13:3435?

b. Canyou develop effective love relationshipsthrough a standoff
posture?

c. What should we do with irritating, imperfect, and frustrating
people (John 13:34; Matt. 7:12gbrews 10:225DPDL, p. 124)?

Pastor Warren discusses three important truths regarding
fellowship?

a. First Truth: The Best Use of Life is Love

la) Trueor False: Loveis agoodpartof ourlife (I Cor.14:1D
PDL, p. 124).

2a) When should relationslips have priority over programs,
professions,pursuits, and other things in life (PDL, p.
124)?
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3a) Readl Cor.13:1-3, thenanswerthis question: Whatis life
without love (PDL, p. 124)?

4a) Whenwe squeezegyeople(especiallyour family) into our
schedut what impression do we give (PDL, pp. 1225)?

5a) Turnto Ex. 20:3-17 and evaluatethe 10 Commandments:
What is the common characteristic found in all 10?

"What commandment is the foremaost of all?"

This was a much-debated question among the religious leaders. John D. Grassmick, in the
Bible Knowledge Commentary saysthat: "Traditionally the scribes spoke of 613 individual
commandments of the Mosaic Law - 365 negative ones and 248 positive ones. While they
bdieved all were binding, they assumed a distinction between weightier and lighter statutes
and often attempted to sum up the whole Law in asingle unifying command (John D.
Grassmick, The Bible Knowledge Comm., p. 163).

With al of the rules and regulations that the religious leaders imposed on the people, this
was avery profound question.

In the midst of the numerous denominations and doctrines, people are asking the same
guestion today. What isthe most important thing? What is the bottom line? What isthe
greatest commandment?

6a) ReadMark 12:2831 again: Whatis significantaboutthe orderof
the two Greatest Commandments?

Note: (Relationships, not achievements or the acquisition of things, are what matters
most in life. So why do we allow our relationships to get the short end of the stick?
When our schedules become overloaded, we start skimming relationally, cutting back on
giving the time, energy, and attention that loving relationships require. What@ most
important to God is displaced by what® urgent (PDL, p. 125).

7a) What s the great enemy of relationships (PDL, p. 125)?

8a) Describethe Ostuff@Ghathasbecomea greatenemyin your
loving God and others as Jesus commanded.

9a) OLife minus love equals O (PDL, p. 125)

10a) Readl Cor. 13:8,13, whenall of the spiritual gifts are no
longerneededwhenour homescars,jewelry, jobs, money
and other things are no longer neededwhat will still be
around (PDL, p. 125)?

11a) Mother Teresasaid: OltOsot what you do, but how much
love you put into it that mattersO (P[L,125).

12a) Have you ever wonderedwhy OMamaOsiood taste so
good? You checkedthe cabinetsand discoveredthat she
hasbasicspices;you checkedthe Oicebox@nd cupboards
anddiscoveredhat therewas nothing unusualthere. You
also checkedthe colanderto seeif todayis a holiday to
explainwhy the food is so good (no holiday). Why then
does OMamaOsO food taste so good?
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13a) When all elsefails andis no longer needed,guesswhat

remains?

14a) When people are at deathOsloor, what brings them the
most comfort PDL, p. 126)?

Note: Olnour final momentswe all realizethat relationshipsare what life is all
about. Wisdomis learningthat truth soonerratherthan later. DonOtwait until
youOre on your deathbed to figure out that nothing matteeOn(BDL, p. 126).

15a) Whenwe getto heaverhow muchemphasiwill be placed
on how well we loved peoplewhile on earth(Matt. 25:34
46; Il Cor. 5:10DPDL, p. 127).
16a) Whatis Godgoingto allow usto bring with us afterwe die
(Job 1:21; Gal. 5:®PDL, p. 126)7?
17a) Since God is keeping track of everything we do and He is
particularly concernedaboutour love for otherswhat shouldwe do each
day that God allows us to live down here?

Note: Worksdo not saveus (Eph.2:8-9), however Christianswill receiveor love
rewards based on our works (I Cor. 313).

b. Second Truth: The Best Expression of Love is Time

1b.  What is the best expression of love?

2b.  Since time is the best expressionof love how can a
personOstime reveal priority and importance in
relationships (PDL, p. 127)?

3b. Is it true that you can make more money but you canOt
make more time (PDL, p. 127)?

4b.  Whenyou give someoneyour time you are giving thema

of your life that you will get back

(PDL, p. 127)

5b.  How do we prove that relationshipsare important(l John
3:18- PDL, p. 127)?

6b.  Whatis moreimportant: the thingswe give or the time we

give?

Note: Many Men have said: Ol donOt understand my wife and kids. | provide
everything they need. What moreutd they want® They want you! Your

eyes, your ears, your time, your attention, your presence, yourByous

time. Nothing can take the place of that PDL, p. 127).

7b.  Basedon the model of Christ what shouldwe do (Eph.
5:2)?

c. Third Truth: The Bet Time to Love is Now
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1c. LetOsaythatasaresultof thislessonyouwantto do better
regardinggiving the gift of Olovingtime,Owhenis the best
time to start?

2c. ReadGal.6:10,Eph5:16,andProv.3:27, put the notion of
starting now and the daly practice of giving love into
perspective.

Note: After attending the funeral of Pastor Ray TurnerOs wife, | was encouraged
by his challenge to not take people for granted especially our wives and family
members. He challenged men who are complaiabmyt their wives to simply

love them. He said that He wished that he could go home and find a stack of bills
that his wife had just run up. He had no regrets just a great void being that his
best friend had gone to glory.

Churchif we missthis point of thislessononeof the greatesirreversibleregrets
we will experience in life is not spending enough time with the people we love.
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 17
A Placeto Belong

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: Oso we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of anotherO (Rom. 12:5).

1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

OYou are called to belong, not just believeO (PDL, p. 130)

Were we created for community or isolatiok?hat about family and
fellowship (Rom.12:5)?

Can we as individuals fulfill GodOs purpose by ourselves (PDL, p.
130)?

LetOs talk about why we sometimes operate differently than the way
God formed us.

Is there Biblical support for Christians isolating themselves from the
fellowship of otherChristians (I Cor. 12:12; Eph. 2:21,22; 3:6; 4:16;
Col. 2:19; | Thess. 4:17; Heb. 10:28)? If not, why?

Where do we get the ideal that we can call the shots in our lives (I Cor.
6:19-20)?

What does Pastor Warren mean when he says: OWhile your )
relationship to Christ is personal, God never intends it to be privateO
(PDL, p. 130)?

How close are we anyway (Rom. 12:5)?

Following Christ includes belo , hot just beli

What has happened with the word Omembership@aat does it
mean in theChristian context (Rom. 123; | Cor. 6:15; 12:127)?

What is necessary for the organs of our bodies to function properly
(PDL, p. 131)?

What is necessary for each member of the body of Christ to function
properly (PDL, p. 131)?

What happens when amgan is severed from its body (PDL, p. 131)?
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14.  How does fellowship with other Christians help us find meaning and
help us function properly as a member of the body of Christ (Prov.
27:17)?

15. What is a first symptom of spiritual decline (PDL, p. 131)?

16.  Whena Christian feels they donOt need the church what is usually
going on with them (Matt. 16:18; Eph. 5:25; Heb. 125 PDL, p.
132)?

17. What does God command us to do in | Peter 2:17?

18.  Which is true about you: | love the church; or I love the church
becawse it meets my needddiscuss the difference.

19.  As we read through the New Testament, we discover that the term
OchurchO usually refers to individuals in a local congregation (Matt.
18:17; Acts 5:11; 14:23; 18:22; Rom. 16:1; | Cor. 1:2; | Thess. 1:1).

20. If a person was referred to as not being a member of a local fellowship
what was one of the reasons for such a state (I CoelF:l1 Thess.
3:1415; Gal. 6:15)?

21.  What is a Christian without a church home like (PDL, p. 132)?

22.  What are some of the reasomople are without church families and
what are some of the reasons people leave church families?

Note: There are six reasons given regarding our need for a church

family:

23.  ONE - A church family identifies us as genuine believers (John 13:35;
| Cor. 12:% - PDL, p. 133)

a. How does our diversity impact the world (Gal. 3:28; John 17:21)

24.  TWO - A church family moves us out of se@éntered isolation (PDL,

p. 133)

a. Describe how we share one anotherOs experiences (I Cor. 12:26)?
b. We learn real fellowship by beararound ordinary, imperfect
believers (Eph. 4:16; Rom. 1254 Col. 2:19; | Cor. 12:2DPDL,
133).
c. Compare John 3:16 with | John 3:3, what do you see?
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25.  THREE - A church family helps us develop spiritual muscle (PDL, p.
134)

a.
b.

c

Can you grow to maturity byttending worship and spectating?
What does full participation of believers do in the body (Eph.
4:16)?

Note: OOver fifty times in the New Testament the phrase Oone anotherO or Oeach
otherQ is used. We are commanded to love each other, pray for egch othe
encourage each other, admonish each other, greet each other, serve each other,
teach each other, accept each other, honor each other, bear each otherOs burdens,
forgive each other, submit to each other, be devoted to each other, and many other

mutual tasks.

This is biblical membership! These are your Ofamily responsibilitiesO that God
expects you to fulfill through a local fellowship. Whom are you doing these
withO (PDL, p. 134)?

26. FOUR - The Body of Christ needs us (PDL, pp. 412b)

a.

b.

Each member igiven a spiritual gift for the common good (I Cor.
12:7;1 Pet. 4:1a11).

God has given us spiritual gifts to use within the body of Christ for
the glory of God. Jesus promised that the gates of hell would not
stop His church (organism vs. organizationpéter 4:1€11; PDL,

p 135).

27.  FIVE BWe will share in ChristOs mission in the world (PDL, p. 135)

a.

We were created to do good (Eph. 2:10)

28.  SIX - A church Family will help keep us from backsliding
(PDL, p. 135D136)

a.

b.
C.

d.

e.

f.

Is it true that we are all capableanty sin (I Cor. 10:12; Jer. 17:9; |
Tim 1:1820)?

Are we to be accountable to each other (Heb. 3:13)?

What are we supposed to do with Christians that stray away (James
5:19-20)?

What is the role of spiritual leaders in regards to looking after
GodOs peopl@cts 20:2829; | Peter 5:4: Heb. 13:7, 17)?

Are the spiritual leaders in the church held accountable for looking
after GodOs people (Heb. 13:7)?

Why does Satan love to go after disconnected believers?

29. God created the church and Christians for 5 rélegasons (PDL, p.
136):
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30.

31.

GodOs-fold Purpose for the Church GodOs-fold Purpose for

Christians

a.
b.

C.

d.
e.

A purpose to live for
People to live with
problems

Principles to Live by
faith

A profession to live out
Power to live on
mission

. Worshipbfocus on God
. Fellowshipbface lifeOs

. Discipleshifortifies our

. MinistryDbfind our talents
. Evangelisnbfulfills

What is the difference between a church attender and a church member
(PDL, p. 136)?

What were some of the things that the y@&tristians were committed
to that we should pattern our practice of Christianity after (Acts 2:42;
Il Cor. 8:5)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 18
Experiencing Life Together

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OBear e anotherOs burdens, and thereby fulfill the law of

Christ.O

1.

2.

3.

OLife is meant to be sharedO (PDL, p. 138).
What are some watered down views of fellowship (PDL, p. 138)?

What does the word fellowship mean to you?

Note: OReal fellowship is so much morarihjust showing up at services. It
includes unselfish loving, honest sharing, practical serving, sacrificial giving,
sympathetic comforting, and all the other Oone another® commands found in the
New TestamentO (PDL, p. 138).

4.

10.

11.

12.

When it comes down to fellowg, does size really matter? so what
size is most effective and explain why (PDL, p. 138)?

What often happens when a group exceeds 10 people (PDL, p. 139)?
What size group did Jesus focus on (PDL, p. 139)?

The body is made up of numerous cells.wHip the cells in the body
of Christ impact the body of Christ (PDL, p. 139)?

How can every member of the body of Christ function as a cell (PDL,
p. 139)?Is this essential or optional?

Where does real community take place in the church (PDL, p. 139)?
In Matt. 18:20, what does God say about two or three gathering?

In your small group (if you are not in one get in one ASAP) do you
experience genuine fellowship2xplain your answer

Four Key Experiences in Real Fellowship

Authenticity - Describe the chracteristics of authenticity in
relationships (PDL, p. 139)
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

When we become open about our lives what will we experience (PDL,
p. 140)?

Read the following scriptures and discuss authenticity. List the key
point in each scripture next to each verse.

| John 1:78
James 5:16

Mutuality PWhat is mutuality (PDL, p. 140)?

Read the following scriptures and discuss mutuality. List the key point
in each scripture next to each verse.

a. | Cor. 12:25
b. Rom. 1:12

C. Rom. 12:10
d. Rom. 14:19

Sympathy DWhat is sympathyPDL, p. 141)?

Read the following scriptures and discuss sympathy. List the key
point in each scripture next to each verse.

a. Col. 3:12

b. Phil. 3:10

C. Heb. 10:3334
d. Gal. 6:2

e. Job 6:14

Mercy BDWhat is mercy (PDL, p. 142)?
Who needs mercy?

Read the followingscriptures and discuss mercy. List the key point in
each scripture next to each verse.

a. Il Cor. 2:7
b. Col. 3:13
C. Eph. 4:32
d. Gal. 6:1

When someone hurts you what do you use your energy to do (PDL, p.
142)?
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Note: OMany people are reluctant to show mercwise they donOt understand
the difference between trust and forgiveness. Forgiveness is letting go of the past.
Trust has to do with future behaviorO (PDL, p. 143).

23.  Forgiveness takes place immediately and trust must be built over time.
Explain this.

24.  Describe a time when you had to show mercy in order to facilitate
peace in the body of Christ.

25.  Which of the above four experiences do you need to improve on?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 19
Cultivating Community

Study Notes
Prepared By: P&sr Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OWe know love by this, that He laid down His life for us; and we
ought to lay down our lives for the brethrenO (I John 3:16).

1. In order to cultivate community we need commi (PDL, p.
145)7?

2. Discuss the commitment this needed to cultivate community.

3. Who creates genuine fellowship between believers (Eph. 4:3; PDL, p.
145)7?

4. So then there is a combination of power and commitment by

in order to produce a loving Christian community (PDL, p.

145).

5. Whatare some of the reasons people lack relational skills (PDL, p.
145)7?

6. Even if a person has a difficult past, they can still learn how to

properly relate to others (I Tim:B4-15; PDL, p. 146).

7. How many of you have experienced superficial relationships?
Describe your experience(s).

8. Read the following scriptures regarding honesty and discuss the
importance of and the risk in being honest. List the key principle next
to each scripture.

Eph. 4:15 Prov. 24:23
Gal 6:12 Eph. 4:25
Prov. 28:23 Ecc. 8:6
| Tim. 5:1-2 | Cor. 5:312
Gal. 2:1116
9. Read the following scriptures regarding humility and discuss

importance of humility in developing community. List the key
principle next to each scripture.

| Pet. 5:5 Rom. 12:3
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Rom. 12:16 Phil. 2:34

10. Read the following scriptures regarding desy and discuss the
importance of courtesy and respecting our differences in relationships.
List the key principle next to each scripture.

Rom. 15:2 Titus 3:2
Rom. 12:10 Acts 8:417

11. Read the following scriptures regarding confidentiality and discuss this
critical issue. List the key principle next to each scripture.

Prov. 16:28 Prov. 6:1619
Prov. 20:19 Titus 3:1011

Note: Since this is such a devastating issue, letOs discuss some principles to
follow when someone brings potentially harmful information about another to
you.

Step One:  Evaluate the sensitivity of the information. If necessary get
a Pastor or other pi@ssional involved.

Step Two:  Ifitis not life threatening, criminal information, or
information that requires a Pastor or other professional ask
the person sharing if they have verified the information and
ask how. Then ask if you can verify the infotioa by
speaking with the person in question.

Step Three: If the information doesnOt check out or if the person sharing
chickens out, charge them to stop being messy. If they
keep it up report them to a Deacon, or a Pastor. Matt.
18:1520 may have to besed to stop gossips from
destroying healthy relationships in the church.

Step Three: Ask God for wisdom regarding the process that will edify
the body of Christ in resolving the issue (Matt. 18205.

If you get stuck get help. If the person sharingas

willing to participate in the resolution of the issue challenge
them to drop it and stop spreading the information. Also
see step # 3.

Step Four:  Ask the parties involved to spend some time in prayer with
you. Make sure they are in a Bible studyyrcin
fellowship, etc. and follovup periodically to see how they
are doing.

Other Suggestions:
12. Read the following scriptures and discuss the importance of frequent

and regular contact with people to build genuine fellowship. List the
key principle nexto each verse.
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Heb. 10:2425 Acts 2:4247

13.  What are you doing to cultivate community here at Mt. Zion and in
other parts of the body of Christ (such as home, job, small groups,
etc.)?

Nine Characteristics of Biblical Fellowship (PDL, p. 151)

Share our true feelings (authenticity)
Encourage each other (mutuality)
Support each other (sympathy)
Forgive each other (mercy)

Speak the truth in love (honesty)
Admit our weaknesses (humility)
Respect our differences (courtesy)
Not gassip (confidentiality)

Make group a priority (frequency)

—~S@meooTw

Note: OWhen you look at the list of characteristics, it is obvious why genuine
fellowship is so rare. It means giving up our s@hteredness and independence
in order to become interdependentut Bhe benefits of sharing life together far
outweigh the costs, and it prepares us for heavenO (PDL, p. 151).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 20
Restoring Broken Fellowship

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: Olf possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all
menO (Rom. 12:18).

1. ORelationships are always worth restoringO (PDL, p. 152).

2. On the surface which is easier: to restore relationships or discard
relationships?

3. When you have a pradain with someone, what do you normally
choose to do: restore or discard?

4, In Il Cor. 5:18, what does God say about our role of reconciliation?
5. What does God say about our getting along in Phit22:1
6. What about | Cor. 6:5, what was going on in CoriBL, p. 153)7?

7. How serious was Paul in encouraging Christians to get along (I Cor.
1:10,- PDL, p. 153)?

8. What does God promise when we are peacemakers (MaRFPDA,
p. 153)?

9. Why is it rare to find a lot of peacemakers (PDL, p. 153)?
10. How good are yowith resolving conflict?
11. Does peacemaking mean avoiding conflict (PDL, p. 153)?

12. Is peacemaking appeasement (giving in and acting like a doormat and
allowing others to walk on you)?

SEVEN PRINCIPLES FOR RESOLVING CONFLICT
13.  Principle # 1: Talk to God bfore talking to the person (PDL, p. 154)

14.  Why is it a good principle for us to talk to God first (Prov.-8)3
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15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Is God able to change your heart or the other personOs heart without
your help (Prov. 21:1 PDL, p. 154)?

Principle # 2: Always take thenitiative (PDL, pp. 154155).

Are we obligated to take the initiative or is it just a good thing to do
(Matt. 5:34; Matt. 18:1520)7?

When should you approach a person regarding an unresolved conflict?
What does delaying the issue do (I Pet. 3:7, F288- PDL, p. 155)7?
Principle # 3: Sympathize with their feelings.

When sympathizing with someoneQOs feelings what should you use
more than your mouth (PDL, p. 155)7?

What is the principle of sympathizing with others feelings based upon
(Phil. 2:4DPDL, p. 155)?

Note: In describing the word OlookO in Phil. 2:4 and relating it to sympathizing
with someoneOs feelings, the author says: Oit means to pay close attention! Focus
on their feelings, not the facts. Begin with sympathy, not solutionsO PA5)p. 1

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Should we try to talk people out of how they feel at first (PDL, p.
155)?

Is it true that feelings are always true and accurate (Job 6:26; Ps 73:21
22- PDL, p. 155)?

What does listening to a person communicate (PDL, p. 156)?

Read Rom. 153, what can we learn about conflict resolution in these
verses?

Principle # 4: Confess your part of the conflict (PDL, p. 156).

How do your feel about admitting your contributions to the problem
without blaming others for your actions (Matt. 7:5; | John 1:8)ow
do you do when it comes down to practicing this?

DonOt worry about what everyone else is doing or what they have
done; deal with your stuff!

Principle # 5: Attack the problem, not the person.
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31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41].

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.

47.

If you are consumed with finding fault and blamintgers, what will
happen?

LetOs talk about the bread and the milk conflict and how it could be
handled differently

What does God say about our response to others (Prov. 15:1)?
What does God say about how we say things (Prov. 16:21)?

It is not so much wét you say; it is how you say it.

Look at Eph. 4:29 then discuss principle # 5.

Principle # 6: Cooperate as much as possible (PDL, p. 157).

If you are not the problem, do not become the problem. Do everything
in your power to keep the peace (Rom. 82:1

What does peace cost (PDL, p. 157)7?

Read Matt. 5:9, what does Jesus teach us about peace?

Principle # 7: Emphasize reconciliation, not resolution (PDL, p. 158)
What are you after in the process of reconciliation?

Can you get honest agreement dlexerything (PDL, p. 158)?

LetOs talk about: avoidance, compromise, denial, and resolution.

Now letOs talk about the importance of pursuing the relationship and
still working through the problems (resolution).

How well do you disagree without being aigeeable?

Who do you need to reconcile with tonight?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 21
Protecting Y our Church

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OSo then let us pursue the things which make for peace and the
building up ofone anotherO (Rom. 14:19).
1. Olt is your job to protect the unity of your churchO (PDL, p. 160).

2. The New Testament gives more attention to unity in the church than
heaven or hell (PDL, p. 160)?

3. What is the soul of fellowship (PDL, p. 160)?
4. Who is the spreme model for unity (PDL, p. 160)?
5. What did Jesus pray for in John 1728?

6. What does Jesus praying for unity prior to His arrest tell us (PDL, p.
161)?

7. The is more valuable to God than anything or anyone on
earth (Eph. 5:227)?

8. God Owats the church protected especially from the devastating
damage that is caused by division, conflict, and disharmonyO (PDL, p.
161)?

9. Given the love that God has for the church and the significance of

unity what should we do (Eph. 4:3)?
Six Principles for Protecting Your Church

10.  Principle # 1: Focus on what we have in common, not our differences
11. What are we told in Rom. 14:19?

12. Read Rom. 10:12; 12-8; | Cor. 1:10; 8:6; 12:13; Eph 4:4; 5:5; Phil.
2:2, what are some of the things that we have in common?
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13.

Why do we have different personalities, backgrounds, races, and
preferences (PDL, p. 161)?

Note: OWe must stay focused on what mattersireatning to love each other
as Christ has loved us, and fulfilling GodOs five purposes for each of us and his
chuchO (PDL p. 16162).

14.

15.

16.

17.

Conf is usually a sign that the focus has shifted to less important
issues, things the Bible calls Odisputable mattersO (PDL, p. 162; Rom.
14:1; 11 Tim. 2:23).

What is a sure way to start division (PDL, p. 162)?

What is a wayo prevent division (I Cor. 1:1DPDL, p. 162)

Principle # 2: Be realistic in your expectations (PDL, p. 162)

Note: OLonging for the ideal while criticizing the real is evidence of immaturity.
On the other hand, settling for the real without striviorgthe ideal is
complacencyO (PDL, p. 162).

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

When you are striving to become what God desires and you learn to
properly deal with the tension in the process, what is that called (PDL,
p. 162)? Mat :

Read Eph. 4:2. What are we supposed to do wtrer Christians
disappoint you and act in ways that arenOt Christian?

What are some of the reasons for people becoming disillusioned with
the church (PDL, p. 162)?

Because the church is made up of saints that sin what can you expect
to happen every onge a while (PDL, p. 16263)?

When the things in # 21 above occurs what should we do (give a
scripture with your response)?

Rec , hot running away, is the road to stronger character
and deeper fellowship (PDL, p. 163).

Read the three paragraptvs page 163 and discuss: ODivorcing your
churchEO

Principle # 3: Choose to encourage rather than criti§RBL, p. 163)
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

41].

42.

43.

44,

Which is easier: (a) to stand on the sidelines and criticize the people
serving or (b) to get involved and try to make a contidio

Look up Gal. 5:286, what will we need the Holy Spirit to help us
avoid?

Look up Rom. 14:10, what can we learn about standing in judgment?

If we are not careful, whose behavior will we emulate (Rev.-12:D
PDL, p. 164)?

The best thing to do f®und in Rom. 14:19. What is it?

Principle # 4: Refuse to listen to gossip (PDL, p. 164)

What is gossip (PDL, p. 164)?

What should you do when people start gossiping to you (PDL, p. 164)?

Can you trust a gossip®hy (Prov. 17:4; 16:28; 25:9 PDL, pp64
165)?

Should you hang out with a gossip (Prov. 2BIDL, p. 165)?

Look at what God says about the motives and rugikef people that
cause divisions (Jude IBDOPDL, p. 165)7?

What is a Ocannibal ChristianO (Gal. RP®L, p. 165)?

What isthe best way to put a gossip fire out (Prov. 2@&DL, p.
165)?

Principle # 5: Practice GodOs method for conflict resolution (PDL, p.
165)

Review the principles in chapter 20.

Matt. 18:1520, is a superior conflict resolution policy for every
churad.

Healthy church discipline always has a redemptive component
attached (I Cor. 5:5; Il Thess. 3:15.

Principle # 6: Support you pastor and leaders (PDL, pp-166)

Are there any perfect church leadefdthy?

68



45,

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

Is the Pastorate a popular positiomidg interpersonal conflicts (PDL,
p. 166)?

Have you ever heard of the Owalk on water syndrorfslain

What does God say about Pastor/People relations (Heb. 13:17; | Peter
5:1-4; Acts 20:2831)?

Will Pastors have to give an account for how they kegith over the
souls that God entrusted to their care (Heb. 13:17, PDL, p. 166)?

How does God direct Pastors to deal with divisive people in the church
(I Tim. 2:14; 2326; Phil. 4:2; Titus 2:183:2, 1611 DPDL, p. 166)?

Do you believe that Pastorschklders need our prayers,
encouragement, appreciation, and love (I Thess-B312Tim. 5:17

19)?

Why does God need an incubator church (PDL, p. 167)?

What can you do to ensure continued love and unity here at Mt. Zion;

what can you do to make Mtigh a church body that people want to
join and draw others to (PDL, p. 167)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 22
Created to Become Like Christ

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OBut we all, with unveiledce, beholding as in a mirror the
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory,
just as from the Lord, the SpiritlDCorinthians 3:18

In the series 40 Days of Purpose, Pastor Warren identifies 5 key areas that
ansvers the question what on Earth am | here fiiddmely, Worship, Fellowship,
Discipleship, Ministry, and Evangelism. This week and through week 28, we will
begin to focus on the third key area (discipleship).

1.

2.

10.

Who were you created to become like (PDL, 7i)?

Oln all of creation, only , are made in OGodOs
imageOO (Gen. 1:26; PDL, p. 171).

We do not fully comprehend all that God meant in Gen. 1:26, but we
can understand some aspects of it. How do you understand your being
made in the imagand according to the likeness of God (spiritual,
intellectual, relational, moral consciousnes®DL, p. 172)

Read Gen. 9:6, Psalm 139:18; and James 3:9, and give a summary
statement regarding the sanctity of life (PDL, p. 172).

When we look at Jis what do we see (Il Cor. 4:4; Col. 1:15; Heb.
1:3; John 1:14)?

Who should we resemble (Eph. 4:24; 5:1)?
Do we become little gods (Gen. 3:5; Acts 1227)7?

What happened to Satan when he declared: Ol will make myself like
the Most HighO in Isaiah 14:15 (cf. Luke 10:18)?

What does God want for us on earth: comfort or character
development (PDL, p. 173)?

How does God develop character according to the following verses:
Matt. 5:117; Gal. 5:2223; | Cor. 13; Il Peter 1:8 (PDL, p. 173)?
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11. Why do maw of us become frustrated by our circumstances (PDL, p.
173)?

12. Read John 10:10, how do many people misinterpret this verse?
Answer the same question regarding Isaiah 53:5.

Note: ONever forget that life is not about you! You exist for GodOs purposes,
vice versaO (PDL, p. 173).

13. Whose job is it to build Chridike character in us (Il Cor. 3:18, PDL,
p. 174)?

14.  Can you reproduce the character of Jesus Christ in your own life (Phil.
2:13, PDL, p. 174)?

15. Is the power of the Holy Spirit always dispéalyin miraculous
demonstrations and intense emotions (Gal.-23;8 Kings 19:12,
PDL, p. 174)?

16.  If we want to experience GodOs Spirit working inside of us, what do
we have to do?

16a. Cooperate with the Holy Spirit

16b. What did Joshua do in Joshuda 317

16c¢. What does obedience do (PDL, p. 174)?

16d. Should we wait until we feel powerful or until we see

clearly (Il Cor. 5:7)

16e. According to Luke 13:24, Romans 14:19; Eph. 4:3, Heb.
4:11, 12:14, 1l Pet. 1:5; Il Pet 3:14, what are we supposed
to do?

Note: Paul explains in Ephesians 4:22 our three responsibilities in
becoming like Christ. First, we must choose to let go of old ways of acting
(Eph. 4:22)E Second, we must change the way we think (Eph. 4:23, Rom.
12:2)E.. Third, we must put othe character of Christ by developing new,
godly habits (Eph. 4:24). PDL, p. 175

17. How does God use His Word, people and circumstances to mold us
PDL, p. 176)?

17a. The Word provides the truth to grow
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

17b. GodOs people provide the support we needt gr

17c. Circumstances provide the environment to practice Christ
likeness

17d. What will happen if you connect 1¥al7c?

17e. Is Bible study and prayer alone enougiWhy?

171. What about isolation; will it produce what God is looking
for?

Becoming like Christ is a long, slow process of growth (PDL, pp- 176
178).

Read Eph. 4:13, what do you discover about the growing process?

Despite the length of the process, what does God promise us in Phil.
1.67?

After we complete our growth proggon earth and we meet Jesus
what will we be like (I John 3:2)?

According to | Cor. 10:31, 16:14;Col 3:17, 23, what is God most
interested in? How does this relate to your career or the college you
choose to attend (PDL, p. 177)?

OYou must make a cdenculture decision to focus on becoming

more like Jesus.O How do we accomplish this (Rom:2,PDL, p.
177)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 23
How We Grow

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd do not beonformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that
which is good and acceptable and perfectO (Romans 12:2).

1. God wants you to grow up (PDL, p. 179)

2. What is the FatherOs goal fer(BDL, p. 179)?

3. What sad thing that happens to millions of Christians (PDL, p. 179)?

4. Is Spiritual Growth Automatic2f not what does it take to grow
spiritually (PDL, p. 179)?

Note: OYou must want to grow, decide to grow, make an effort to grow, and
persist in growing. Discipleshipthe process of becoming like Chrstlways
begins with a decision. Jesus calls us, and we respond (Mate@L9p. 179).0

5. Did the first disciples understand all of the dynamics of discipleship
prior to making a cmmitment? Discuss your answeMatt. 4:1820;
Luke 5:1011, etcBPDL, p. 179)?

6. What is required to get started in the discipleship process (PDL, p.

180)?

7. What is it about commitments that shape and define our lives (PDL, p.
180)?

8. OWe become whatewse are to (PDL, p. 180)?

9. Why do we need to choose our commitments wisely (Il Pet.-3:11

PDL, p. 180Bread 2* Full paragraph)?

10.  What must we do about our actions once we commit to being Christ
like (PDL, p. 180)?

11. What Person is criticahithis process (Gal. 5:16)?

73



12.  What are some of the new habits and routines in your life with Christ
(Phil. 2:1213; PDL, p. 180)?

13.  Read Phil 2:1213 again and answer this question: The OworkoutO is
part and the Owanlo is part (POi,180).

14.  Why should you takgour spiritual growth serious (PDL, p. 181)?

15. Read Prov. 4:23. LetOs talk about what is behind thoughts, actions,
and speech (PDL, p. 181).

16. Readthe speedboat illustratiomAre youcurrently OprogrammedO by
the Holy Spiritor by meréhumanpower (PDL, p. 181)

17.  Give a summary regarding our OautopilotO (PDL, p. 182).

18. How does our autopilot get changed (Rom EEDL, p. 182)7?

19.  What is the first step in spiritual growth (Rom. 12:2 PDL, p. 182)?
Note: OChange always stditst in your mindO (PDL, p. 182).

20. Read Eph. 4:23 and Phil. 2:5; what does it mean to incorporate the
mind of Christ into our way of life (PDL, p. 182)?

21. Inthinking like Christ how do we deal with our # 1 competitor (I Cor.
14:20)?

22.  Why does selfishnessuse sin (Rom. 8:5; PDL, p. 182)?

23.  Which do mature thinkers tend to focus on: self or others (PDL, p.
182)7?

24. Is spiritual maturity measured solely on biblical knowledge and
doctrine? What else should be measured (I Cor. 13:11; PDL, p. 183)?

25. LetOs dis@s Oothers thinking® in Rom. 13:2

a. It is evidence of spiritual growth
b. It is counterculture

C. It is rare

d. It is difficult

e.

It is unnatural

26.  Who will help us with spiritual maturity (I Cor. 2:12; PDL, p. 183)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 24
Transformed by Truth

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OSo Jesus was saying to those Jews who had believed Him, OIf
you abide in My word, then you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will know
the truth, and the truth will make you frée(Qohn 8:382).

1. The truth transforms us (PDL, p. 185).

2. Growing spiritually involves replacing with (PDL,
p. 185).
3. If we are going to become like Jesus we must fill our lives with the
(PDL, p. 185).

4. Read Hebrews 4:12; | Pet B;2Acts 7:38; John 6:63. Why is the
Bible more than just another book (PDL, p. 185)?

5. What happens when God speaks (James 1:18; Gen. 1:3, 6, 9, 11, 14,
20, 24, 26, 31)?

Note: OThe Bible is far more than a doctrinal guidebook. GodOs Word generates
life, creates faith, produces change, frightens the Devil, causes miracles, heals
hurts, builds character, transforms circumstances, imparts joy, overcomes
adversity, defeats temptation, infuses hope, releases power, cleanses our minds,
brings things into beingnd guarantees our future forever! We cannot live

without the Word of God! Never take it for granted. You should consider it as
essential to your life as foodO (Job 23:12).

6. Read | Pet. 2:2; Matt. 4:4; 1 Cor. 3:2; Ps. 119:103. What is the Word
of Godlikened to (PDL, 186)?

7. With all of the bibles in print today what are many Christians suffering
from PDL, p. 186)?

8. What does it mean to abide in GodOs Word (John 1514)3,7,

9. What will happen if we abide in GodOs Word (John-823115:7)?
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10.  Abiding in GodOs Word involves three activities:

a. Accepting its authority (PDL, pp. 1887)

b.

la.

2a.

3a.

What must become the authoritative standard for our lives
(I Tim. 3:1517; Prov. 30:5 PDL, p. 186187)?

When we base our choices on unreliable authoritiels su

as: culture (Oeveryone is doing itO), tradition (OweOve
always done itO) reason (Oit seemed logicalO), or emotion
(Oit just felt rightO), what happens to us (PDL, pP187

PDL, p. 187)?

Settle this issue of authority in your heart. Do not waver
ary longer. Build your convictions on what Othus saith the
LordO. Now read Acts 24146 to see what this looks like

in a Osold outO Christians life.

Assimilating its truth (PDL, pp. 187

1b. Is head knowledge enough to abide in GodOs Word (PDL,
p. 187)?
2b.  Bible knowledge plus submission to the Holy Spirit is the
proper combination for transformation (PDL, 1838).
3b.  How do you assimilate the Word: r it, r it, r
it,
r it, and r on it (PDL, p. 188)7?
4b.  Discuss alfive of these ways that leads to abiding in the

Word of God:

Receive it (Luke 8:18, PDL, p. 188)

Read it (James 1:21; Deut. 17:19RDL, pp. 188189)
Research it (James 1:268°DL, p. 189)

Remember it (Col. 3:1BPDL, pp. 189190)

Reflect on it(Acts 13:22; Ps. 119:97; Joshua 1:8; Ps:3L:2
- PDL, p. 190)

Note: Pastor Rick Warren has written a book entitled OTwelve Personal
Bible Study Methods, that is available framvw.pastors.conto help with
understading the Bible.

c. Apply its principles
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1c.

2C.

3c.

4c.

5c.

6cC.

7c.

8c.

The 5 ROs (receiving, reading, researching, remembering,
and reflecting) is useless if we fail to apply them (PDL, p.
191).

What does God say about out applying what we learn in
His word (James 1:2RPDL, p 191)?

What happens when we jam our systems full of information
and then we go to the next information gathering session,
and then we go to the next information gathering session,
and we never take time to implement the principles we
have learned &mes 1:224- PDL, p. 191)?

Jesus gives a clear illustration of what we should do after
we come to understand what GodOs word says. Describe
what Jesus says in Matt. 7:2%; John 13:1BPDL, p.

191).

What often happens before the truth setfree: it makes
us first (PDL, p. 191). Discuss how this
works

Why is it important for us to connect with other saints and
work together on applying the word of God (PDL, p. 191)?

How does writing down action steps based on how we
should apply the word of God help us (PDL, 1842)?

What are you going to do different in processing the truth
and applying the truth of GodOs worgtart with the

area(s) that God has already spoken to you about from His
word (PDL, p. 192).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 25
Transformed by Trouble

Study Notes Prepared by:
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd we know that God causes all things to work together for
good to those who love God, to those who are called acgoialidis purposeO
(Rom. 8:28).

1.

Every time you have a problem God has a purpose for allowing the
problem (PDL, p. 193).

God uses cir to develop our character (James-BBL, p.
193).

Does Jesus say that Christianity is problem free anditkatess,
pain, and problems are only for those who lack faith or those who are
in sin (John 16:33)7?

Dr. William Brent of Evening Star Baptist Church in Los Angeles

often reminds us that we are either in the middle of a storm, exiting out
of a storm, or lout to enter into a storm. Should this reality surprise

us (I Peter 4:1DPDL, p. 193)?

Look at what God says about drawing us closer to Himself through the
storms of life (Ps 34:18)?

Read about what God allowed to happen to Joseph, Daniel, Jeremiah,
Paul, and the three Hebrew boys (Gen. 3220Daniel 6:1&23;

Jeremiah 38:6; Il Cor. 11:25; Daniel 26 respectively). Could God
have prevented all of this (PDL, p. 194)®hat did Paul say about it

(I Cor 1:9)? What did Joseph say about it (GBA:1320)?

God in His providential sovereignty is keenly aware of everything
before it occurs (Ps. 139:16). What then is God up to when bad things
happen to good people (Rom. 8:28)?

Take another look at Rom. 8:28. What doamttsay?

Read PDL, pges 199196. Write in a short description of what
Rom. 8:28 does say.

a. OWe knowO

78



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

b. Othat God causesO

c. OeverythingO

d. Oto work togetherO

e. Ofor the goodO

f. Oof those who love God and are calledO

g. Oaccording to His purposeO

God is working on us to build Clstilike ch (Rom. 548
bPDL, p. 197)?

What then is every problemA character opportunity (PDL,
p. 197)?

What does God often compare trials to (I Pete®IPDL, p. 197)?
What happens to us under pressure (JameBRER, p. 197)?

Who went through the trials of loneliness, temptation, stress, criticism,
rejection, and many other problems (Heb-%8PDL, p. 197)?

Does God exempt us from what His Son, Jesus Christ suffered (Rom.
8:17DPDL, p. 197)?

Discuss how do we should respbto problems as Jesus would?
Write your own summary under each section.

a. Remember that GodOs plan is good (PDL, pp128Y

b. Rejoice and give thanks (PDL, pp. 1989)

c. Refuse to give up (PDL, pp. 199)
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 26
Growing through Temptation

Study Notes Prepared by:
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: "Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love
him." (James 1:12)

The temptation that is discussed in this chapter refers primarily to temptation to sin.
1. "Every temptation is an opportunity to do good." (PDL, p. 201)

2. Each temptation can become a stone instead of a block.
(PDL, p. 201)

3. It is often easier to do wrong over right, but we don't have to practice what is easy, we
can make a choice to do what is right.

4. When we choose to do right over sin what happens to us? (James 1:12)

5. Choosing to do right comes with Christ-like character. You can find a description of
Christ-like character in Galatians 5:22-23. Remember Jesus the perfect portrayal of
these characteristics. (PDL, p. 202)

6. Discuss how the Holy Spirit develops these nine characteristics in our lives. Discuss if
it is instantaneous or if it is through a process. ("fruit always matures and ripens slowly" —
PDL, p. 202)

Note: "God develops the fruit of the Spirit in your life by allowing you to experience
circumstances in which you're tempted to express the exact opposite quality! Character
development always involves a choice, and temptation provides that opportunity. For
instance, God teaches us love by putting some unlovely people around us...." (continue
reading this in PDL, pp 202-203)

7. Describe a time in your life where God built one of the nine fruit of the Spirit
characteristics in your life when you were trying to do the opposite.

8. When we consider what God reveals about Satan, what can we conclude?
(Il Cor. 2:11 - PDL, p. 203)

9. Read Gen. 3:1-6, and Matt. 4:1-10, what is the four-step process that Satan used on
both Adam and Eve and on Jesus? (PDL, pp. 203-204) Make sure you list the key
scriptures under each point.

a. Step One: Key Scriptures:
b. Step Two: Key Scriptures:
c. Step Three: Key Scriptures:
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d. Step Four: Key Scriptures:

10. There is no need to go through life afraid of Satan and the temptations that he uses in
his effort to kill, steal and destroy us. What are three specific things that you can do to
experience personal victory over Satan and his temptations? (PDL, pp. 204-208)

a. Refuse to be intimidated. (I Cor. 10:13; Heb. 4:15 - PDL, pp. 204-206)

1a) What is your response when Satan has the audacity to tempt you?

2a) Are you in sin when Satan presents you with temptation? (Review James 1:13-15)

3a) Deal with things such as the difference between looking and lusting.

4a) How about crazy thoughts during your prayer or being distracted while you are
praying?

b. Recognize your pattern of temptation and be prepared for it. (I Peter 5:8; Matt. 26:41;
Eph. 6:10-18; | Thess. 5:6, 8; | Peter 1:13, 4:7; Eph. 4:27 - PDL, pp. 206-207)

1b) List the areas that Satan likes to target in your life?

2b) How do you know when Satan is coming after you?

3b) Read Prov. 16:17, how important is "looking out?"

c. Request God's help. (James 1:12 - PDL, pp. 207-208)

1c) What can you do anytime, anywhere, and for any reason? (Ps. 50:15)

2¢) How much does God understand? (Ps. 103:13-14; Heb. 4:15)

3c) Are there times when you do not ask God for help? Discuss your reason(s) for
holding back.

4c) When we do call on God what is our assurance? (Heb. 4:16)

5¢) What should you do if you happen to stumble and fall during a time of temptation?
(I John 1:8-2:2)

6¢) What should you do if you catch someone that has fallen into temptation? (Gal. 6:1-
5)

7c) Why is aiming for victory the best mentality to have when dealing with temptation?
(James 1:12)
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 27
Defeating Temptation

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: ONo temptation has overtaken you but such asis common to man; and

God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure itO
(I Corinthians 10:13).

1. When you are faced with temptation, is there away out (I Cor. 10:13)?

2. Have you ever felt that atemptation was too powerful to overcome or have
you ever been told that you will never overcome a certain temptation (there
are generational sins that people tend to accept as normal verses recognizing
themassin)?  In this case our Gbuy inOis dependant on how well the
Crather of LiesOconvinces us to believe alie (cf. John 8:44; | John 4:4).
Now ask yourself a question: Whose report do you believe?

3. Does God permit us to face any temptation that we cannot overcome (I Cor.
10:13 BPDL, p 209)?

Four biblical principles for defeating temptation (PDL, pp 210-215)

Principle # 1: Refocus your attention on something else.

4, What does the Bible say about resisting temptation and resisting the devil
(James 4:7 - PDL, p. 210)?

5. What happens when we try to resist a negative thought or suggestion (PDL,
p. 210)?

0. Where is the battle for sin won or lost (Job 31:1; Ps 119:37a, PDL, p. 210)?

7. Why don® many diets work (PDL, p. 211)?

8. Discuss ignoring a temptation verses allowing it to capture your attention
(PDL, p. 211)

9. Read Phil. 4:8, Rom. 12:21, Heb. 3:1, and Il Tim. 2:8, what should we do to

ignore temptation and refocus our attention onto something else (also see
PDL, pp. 211-212)?

10. Read Prov. 4:23, how should you manage your media intake and other things
that influence your mind?

11.  Who can reprogram us and keep us in a GChrist-likeOmold (Gal. 5:22-23)?
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Principle # 2: Reveal your struggle to a godly friend or support group

12.

What does the Lord say about having someone else in your life (Ecc. 4:9-10
bPDL, p. 212)?

Note: Q.et me be clear: If youde losing the battle against a persistent bad habit, an
addiction, or atemptation, and you®e stuck in a repeating cycle of good intention-failure-
guilt, you will not get better on your own! Y ou need the help of other people. Some
temptations are only overcome with the help of a partner who prays for you, encourages
you, and holds you accountableO(PDL, 212).

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

What does God say about this matter of honest confession and praying for
one another in regards to overcoming sin (James 5:16)7?

Should sneaking around and hiding and secretly struggling with guilt and
shame take control of our lives (Rom. 3:9-23)? Why?

Despite what God clearly says about sin and the forgiveness of sin (Rom.
8:1; Ps. 103:10-14; | John 1:8-2:2), Satan still tries to convince us to believe
that we are unique and nobody will ever understand our situation and we
can® trust anyone.

What are you hiding these days? What has Satan told you isn@really a
problem when it really is (PDL, p. 214)?

According to James 4:6-7, what should you do about resisting accountability
with someone else DPDL, p. 213-214)7?

Principle # 3: Resist the Devil

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

Should we fight back or just sit around and accept attack after attack from
Satan (James 4:7; Eph. 6:17 DPDL, p. 214)?

How do we resist the devil (11 Cor.10:3-4; Eph. 6:10-18 DPDL, p. 214)?
What did Jesusdo in Matt. 4:1-11 BPDL, p. 215?

Should you argue with and GussOat Satan or should you stick with the
method modeled by The Master? Why?

Of you don® have any Bible verses memorized, youQre got bulletsin
your gun!O (PDL, p. 215)

Principle # 4: Realize your vulnerability

23.

What does God say about our assuming a (bullet proofOor Qemptation
proofOmentality (Rom. 12:3: | Cor. 10:12; Jer. 17:9 DPDL, p. 215)?
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24.

25.

How does God characterize people that possess a nasve spirit (Prov. 14:15-16
bPDL, p. 215)?

How realistic are you when it comes down to your vulnerability to sin (Ps.
139:23-24)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 28
It Takes Time

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor | am confident of this very thing, that He who began a
good work in you will perfect itintil the day of Christ JesusO (Phil. 1:6).

1. OThere are no shortcuts to maturityO (PDL, p. 217)

2. How long does it take to grow to adulthood?

3. How long does it take for us to grow up in Jesus (PDL, p. 217)?
4. What happens when you try to ripen fruit premaltp (PDL, p. 217))?

5. True or False, God is mostly concerned about how fast we grow (PDL, p.
218)7?

6. Describe how Lane Adams compares the World War 1l allied forces
strategy to the process of Christian growth (PDL, p. 218).

7. What is a ObeachheadO in thes@ian life? What happens once Christ is
given a ObeachheadO in our lives (PDL, p. 218)?

8. What is Jesus committed to in regards to growing us up (Phil. 1:6)?

9. What does Christian maturity look like (Eph. 4:13)?
Note: OSo far we have seen that this jeyrimvolves believing (through
worship), belonging (through fellowship), and becoming (through discipleship).
Every day God wants you to become a little more like himO (ColBE@21Ti., p.
219).

10.Why are we so obsessed with speed when we know God ismenested
in strength and stability (Il Cor. 3:18)?

List some of the things that you have done to attempt instantaneous grow
to maturity:
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Share some of your frustrations with the process of instant maturity
attempts (cf. | Tim. 3:6; 5:22)?

Why does it take so long to mature?

11.

12.

13.

14.

Reason # 1: We are slow learners (PDL, p. 221).

a.

Can God instantly transform us (Eph. 3:20)®/hat does He
normally choose to do (Deut. 7:28PDL, p. 219)?

Reason # 2: We have a lot to unlearn (PDL, p. 220).

a.

How many times does God have to teach us the same lesson?
Who in the Bible did God have to teach the same lesson to over
and over?What was the lesson?

Read Eph. 4:232, what are some things that we need to do in
order to unlearn OstuffO?

Reason # 3We are afraid to humbly face the truth about ourselves
PDL, p. 220).

a.
b.

What does Jesus say in John 832P
What truth is Jesus revealing to you that is difficult to face?

Reason # 4: Growth is often painful and scary (PDL, p. 220)

~oooow

Why is growth s@ainful and scary (PDL, p. 220)?

Read Numbers13:304:4, why didnOt the people go forward?
Read | Sam 10:22, why was the newly elected king hiding?
Read Acts 10:917, why was Peter resistant at first?
ReadLuke 18:1825, why will some people miss heaven?
Read Il Tim. 4:10, why did Demas desert Paul?

Note: OPeople often build their identity around their defects. We say, OitOs just
like me to beEO and OitOs just the way | am.O The unconscious worry is that if |
let go of my habit, my hurt, or my hang, who will | be? This fear can

definitely slow down your growthO (PDL, p. 22P1).

15.

Reason # 5: Habits take time to develop (PDL, p.221)

a.

b.

C.

The sum total of your habits makes up your
(PDL, p. 221)?

Can you clam to have integrity ifig not your habit?20A
husband who is faithful to his wife most of the time is not
faithful at all!O (PDL, p. 221)?

Remember John Mark (Acts 15:3D; Il Tim. 4:11)
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@~oo

What does Paul instruct Timothy to do in | Tim. 415

What are we instructed to in Col. 4:27?

What about Eph. 5:18

What other areas can you think of where God instructs us to
make it our habit (Rom 12:2)?

Don’t Get in a Hurry (Some tips for maturity (PDL, pp. 221-223)

16.

17.

18.

19.

Tip # 1: Believe God is working in your life ex when you donOt
feel it (PDL, p.221)

®ooow

What happens when we live our lives based on our feelings?
Who must we trust (Jer. 178?

Look at Ecc. 3:1, explain this in the context of growth.

Read Rom. 8:28, what can we be assured of ?

What does God proise us in Jer. 33:37Are you willing to
patiently wait on God to show you great and mighty things?

Tip # 2: Keep a notebook or journal of lessons learned (PDL, p.
222)

a.

b.

Why is it important to remember lessons from the past (Deut.
6:1-18)?
What doesGod say about lessons learned in Heb. 2:17?

Tip # 3: Be patient with God and with yourself (PDL, p. 222)

a.
b.

C.

What is one of our greatest frustrations (PDL, p. 222)?

How long did Noah build, preach, and wait before the floods
came upon the earth (Gen3®

How long did God take to prepare Moses ___ (PDL, p. 222)?

Tip # 4: DonOt get discouraged (PDL, p. 223)

What did God say to Habakkuk when he didnOt think God was
moving fast enough (Hab. 2:3)?

What does God say about his timetable in 1l Pete©3:8

Make a list of things that you need to overcome
discouragement?

87



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 29
Accepting Y our Assignment

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesgsdor
works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in themO (Eph.

2:10).

In the series 40 Days of Purpose, Pastor Warren identifies 5 key areas that
answers the question what on Earth am | here feafhely, Worship, Fellowship,
Discipleship,Ministry, and Evangelism. This week and through week 35, we will
begin to focus on the forth key area (ministry).

1.

2.

8.

9.

OYou were put on earth to make a contributionO (PDL, p. 227).

When people exist just to eat, breath, and take up space, how do you
descrile them?

God wants us to give ; to make a in life and not
exist to get the most out of life (Eph. 2:10; PDL, p. 227).

Think about God’s statement regarding our being created in Christ
Jesus to serve God (Eph. 2:10; Jeremiah 1:5, BDp. 227).

When you serve others Who are you really serving (Col-2423/att.
25:3445; Eph. 6:7; PDL, p. 227228)?

Think about God’s statement regarding our being saved to serve God
(Il Tim. 2:8-9, - PDL, p. 228).

Does service save you (Eph. 2 How does service connect with our
salvation (Eph. 2:10)?

How much was paid to secure our salvation (I Cor. 6:EQL, p. 228)7?

What are some of the benefits of our salvation (past, present, future)?

10.Based our salvation benefits what does Gmtruct us to do in Rom. 12:1

(PDL, p. 228)?
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11.What does our love for each other prove (I John 3:PAOL, p. 228)?
12.What does a saved heart want to do (PDL, p. 228)7?

13.When you hear the word ministry what comes to your mind (PDL, p. 228
229)?

14.When God hda us spiritually (Mark 5:180) or physically (Matt. 8:14
15), what is the natural response?

15. Think about God’s statement regarding calling us to serve (Eph. 4:4
14; Rom. 1:67; Rom. 8:2830; | Cor. 1:2, 9, 26; 7:17; Phil. 3:14; | Pet.
2:9; 1l Pet 1:3).

16.When you hear the expression God called me, what comes to your mind
(PDL, p. 229)?

17.Why did call us into service (Il Tim 1BPDL, p. 229)?

18.What are you doing when you use your God given gifts to help others
(PDL, p 229)?

19.Read | Pet. 2:9 and Rom. 7wihat do you think about your service now?
20.What priority have you put on serving God?

21.Does the local church environment facilitate our service to God (I Cor.
12:27)?

22.What about the big O10sO and little OyOsO syndrome in the church (cf. | Cor.
12:2027)?

23.Are you are aware of your calling to serve Gdd/hat are you doing
about it?

24.Think about God’s statement regarding our being commanded to
serve (Matt. 20:2528; Gal. 5:1314; Phil 2:34)

25.1s service optional? Is it something that we can fit intaroschedule
when we get a chance (PDL, pp. 2381)?

26.When people look for a church today, what is a common mentality (PDL,
p. 231)?
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27.When we mature in Christ, what begins to shift and what becomes a way
of life for us (PDL, p. 231)?

28.What can we do to mereffectively develop the mind of Christ in regards
to service?List your response with supporting scriptures

29.1In this life what do we have to prepare for (Rom. 14:1PDL, pp. 231
232)?

30.When you think about your life what will the judgment of your kedbe
like (I Cor. 3:1015; Il Cor. 5:910; Matt. 16:2426; Luke 9:2226)7?

31.What can you do right now to better prepare for eternity?

32.What exactly are you giving your life to (read PDL, pp.-233)?

33.As you consider Christianity as a way of life vers&uaday morning and
Wednesday night activity, what are you learninghat kind of changes
are you undergoing as Kingdom interest and righteousness (Matt. 6:33),
becomes a dominate priority in your world?

34.What difference will you make in the world as ariGtian (remember it

will come up at your funeral and it will come up at the Judgment seat of
Christ)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 30
Shaped for Serving God

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OThQreare varieties of effects, but the same God who works all
things in all persons.O

1.

2.

OYou were shaped to serve GodO (PDL, p. 234).

Is it true that every creature on this planet has a special area of
expertise (PDL, p. 234)How does this apply to humar{®BL, p.
234)?

Did God know what He wanted to do with us prior to creating us?
What did God create us to do (Eph. 2E1BDL, 224)?

What does the word OworkmanshipO mean and how does it help us
better understand who we really are (PDL, 235)?

What maks each of us unique (Ps. 13918DPDL, p. 235)7?
Discuss your preordained schedule (Ps. 139:16)7?
What about GodOs thoughts toward us (Ps. 139:17)?

What can you conclude about yourself and what should be your
attitude (Ps. 139:14)?

The author has devel oped the acrostic S.H.A.P.E. to describe our
wonderful make-up.

9.

10.

11.

S = Spiritual Gifts:
Does every Christian have a spiritual gift (I Pet. 4:10)?
What is a spiritual gift (PDL, p. 236)?

How do we get spiritual gifts (I Cor. 12:11; Eph. 4:7)?
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12.  How shodd we use our spiritual gifts (Rom. 12841 Cor. 12:7; | Pet.
4:1011BPDL pp. 236237)7?

13.  There are four references where spiritual gifts are listed in the New
Testament (Rom. 12:8; | Cor. 12:810; 28; Eph. 4:11; | Pet. 4:11)?

Note: Reference previous Bible Study Handout on Spiritual Gifts

14.  We can create two major problems around spiritual gifts (PDL, p.
237):

a. OgiftenvyO
b. OgiftprojectionO

15. Read | Cor. 12:283:1-3, and discuss how we keep spiritual gifts in
their proper perspective (God spent Jokehchapters in | Corinthians

because people took what was meant for the good of the whole to the
extreme).

H = Heart:

16.  Talk about the heart. When you hear the word heart what comes to
mind (PDL, p. 237)?

17. Read Prov. 27:19, what does God say the heagtle about
mankind?

18.  Does our heart determine why we think, say, and do certain things
(Matt. 12:34; Matt. 15:120; Prov. 4:2BPPDL, pp. 237238)?

19. We all have a unique physical and emotional heartbeat. What happens
to your heartbeat when certain sudtgeof interest come to your mind
(PDL, p. 238)7?

20. What do you feel passionate about (PDL, p. 238)?

21.  What areas donOt really spark your interest (PDL, p. 238)?

22.  Where did your passion for helping people, serving, and doing things
to help come from (Phil. 23; PDL, p. 238)?

23.  How do the things that you are passionate about connect with your
service to the Lord (I Cor. 10:31; Col. 3:2®DL, p. 238)7?
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24.  How do you know that you are serving the Lord with all of your heart
(PDL, pp. 238239)? Enthusiasm and Efféiveness are special tell,
tell signs here.

Note: ONhen you are doing what you love to do, no one has to motivate you or
challenge you or check up on you. You do it for the sheer enjoyment. 'Y ou don® need
rewards or applause or payment, because you love serving in thisway. The oppositeis
also true: when you don® have a heart for what you®e doing, you are easily
discouragedO(PDL, p. 239)?

25. How do you demonstrate enthusiasm for what God gifted you to do?

26.  What are you spending your life doing&e you doing it just for the
money? Do you dislike what you are doing and youOre simply waiting
for a way out? Are you barely making it through each day?

27.  Give your life to what really counts. Two people that stand out in this

area are Jesus and Palubok at their life wrapup statements: Jesus
(John 17:18); Paul (Il Tim. 4:68).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 31
Understanding Y our Shape

Study Notes Prepared by:
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAs eaohe has received a special gift, employ it in serving one
another as good stewards of the manifold grace of GodO (I Peter 4:10).

1.

2.

Who can really beat you being you?

ONo one else on earth will ever be able to play the role God planned
for youO (PDL, p. 232

The author has developed the acrostic S.H.A.P.E to describe our
wonderful make-up

3.

In chapter 30, the letters S. & H. were dealt with. LetOs continue
spelling the word S.H.A.P.E. in this chapter.

A = Abilities
What are abilities and where did theynee from (PDL, p. 241)?

What are some of the natural abilities that you were born with (PDL,
p. 241242)?

What did God do when the Tabernacle was built (Ex.-SBPDL, p.
242)?

What does God do today when things need to be done in the kingdom?

Are your natural abilities just as important as your spiritual gifts (PDL,
p. 242)?

Notice in Acts 18:35, we see Paul utilizing his trade as a tentmaker
and then his spiritual gift as a teacher of the wolNbtice that in |

Cor. 10:31, it not only covers @ag and drinking but everything we do
including using our natural and spiritual gifts.

You will also notice in | Thess. 29, Paul worked outside the

ministry to make money so that he would not be a financial burden on
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the Thessalonian church. This veade&oarse raises the discussion
regarding Pastors being-ocational and must be balanced with | Cor.
9:314 and | Tim. 5:1718.

9. How would you respond to someone that refused to serve and used this
excuse to justify it: Ol just donOt have any abitiesferO (PDL,
242)?

10.  True or false: Othe average person possesses from 500 to 700 different
skills and abilities (PDL, p. 242)?

11. Read the list of various abilities listed in the Bible that God uses in the
book on page 242).

12.  Just as the Holy Spirit givespiritual gifts to achieve various effects so
the Holy Spirit gives natural abilities to achieve various effects (I Cor.
12:46)?

13. When God gives some people the ability to make a lot of money what
should they do (Deut. 8:3PDL, p. 243)?

14. What are somevays that wealthy people can remember the Lord God
(PDL, p. 243D1 Tim. 6:1819):

a. 1% realize your ability came from and give credit.

b. 2" use your businesstos_____ a need of and to share
yourf __ with unbelievers.

C. 3 return at last a tithe (___ percent) of the profitto __as
an act of wo

d. 4™ make your goal to be a K Builder rather than a W
______ Builder.

e. Review | Tim. 6 for a detailed discussion on what God says

about money.

15.  Whatever God equipped you to do is eoused

16. What does Heb. 13:2P1 say about question # 157

17. Whatis a good clue for discovering what God wants you to do in life
(PDL, p. 244)?

Note: OIf youOre good at designing or recruiting or drawing or organizing, it is a
safe asumption that GodOs plan for your life includes that skill somehow. God
doesnOt waste abilities; he matches our calling and our capabilitiesO (PDL, p.
244).
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

How are you using your spiritual gift(s) and your natural abilities here
at Mt. Zion?

P = Personality

What things can you cite to support the fact that God loves variety
(PDL, 244245bsee also passages like Ps. 4®:Job 38; and | Cor.
12:46.

Describe some of the varied personalities in the Bible (Abraham,
Sarah, Hagar, Moses, King Saul, Kipgvid, Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezra,
Nehemiah, Ruth, Ester, Jael, Peter, Paul, John, Matthew, Women at
the well, Mary the mother of Jesus, etc).

What type of personalities does God use in ministry (PDL, p. 245)?
Is it true that despite our various personaiti®od uses them within
the body of Christ for the common good (I Cor. 12)6to serve one
another (I Pet. 4:10), and to give us the opportunity to be good
stewards (I Pet. 4:10)?

True or False: OPeople come in more than thingyflavorsO (PDL, p.
245)?

How does our personality affect how and where we use our gifts
(PDL, p. 245)?

When you donOt have another personOs personality and you try to
mimic their ministry what happens?

Read Acts 18:248. Do you think that Apollos was fulfilled, satisfied

ard fruitful in His God given ministry of teaching the word (see also
Rom. 16:12 DPDL, pp. 245246)?

E = Experiences

Read Gen. 5Q:l50. Describe the situation and then discuss how God
used JosephOs family experience for ministry in Egypt.

Personal Application:

How did MosesO training in Egypt help him in his ministry in Egypt
and in the wilderness (Exodus 2 ff.)?

Personal Application:
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29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

How did the Apostle PaulOs education help him in ministry (Phil. 3:4
6; Acts 22:3)?

Personal Application:

How did PaulOs vocational skills help him in ministry (I Thess. 2:9;
Acts 18:13)?

What happened with a prominent businesswomen and how did her
spiritual experience influence her in ministry (Acts 1615)?

Personal Application:

What happened when Raaxperienced a serious physical challenge;
how did that help him spiritually (Il Cor. 1210)?

Personal Application:

Discuss your personal ministry experience in the past; how does it help
you today?

Describe the painful experience in Matt. 267®2 Describe a painful,
thorny or trying time in your life that you learned from?

The author notes that it is out of our greatest hurt that our greatest
ministry will come (PDL, pp. 24@47). Discuss this.

Describe how painful situations can help us ety minister to
others; such as eadcoholics to alcoholics, ect. (Il Cor. 1:4; PDL, 247).

Being honest, open, and transparent about our painful situations in the
past better positions us to help others (Psalm-32Hs. 51:13 see also
Il Cor.1:810).

Note: OAldous Huxley said, C)Experienge is not what happens to you. lItis
what you do with what happens to you.O What will you do with what youOve
been through™onOt waste your pain; use it to help othersO (PDL, p. 248).

38.

OUse you spiritual gifts amdbilities in the area of your heartOs desire
and in the way that best expresses your personality and experiences.
The better the fit, the more successful you will beO (PDL, p. 248).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 32
Using What God Gave Y ou

StudyNotes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OBe diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman
who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truthO (Il Tim.
2:15).

1. God deserves your best (PDL, p. 249).

2. Instead ofcoveting the gifts and abilities that others have what
should you focus on (PDL, p. 249)?

3. In order to enjoy full and meaningful life, what should you
understand and practice (S = unwrapping your spiritual gifts, H =
listening to your heart, A= applyingyr abilities, P = using your
personality, E = employing your experiences)?

4. What are some things you can do to discover your S.H.A.P.E.
(PDL, pp. 256252)7?

a. Assess your gifts and abilities (Eph. 5:1FDL, pp. 250
251)

la) Make alist

2a) Ask other peole for their candid opinion

3a) Be honest about what you want and what others see
or donOt see.

4a) Be honest about what you want and what you do or
do not see

5a) Depend more on God when stepping out on faith as
He draws you into situations verses depegdin a
spiritual gifts test or abilities inventory (discuss
some of the limitations of these various test)

6a) DonOt try to figure out your gifts before
volunteering to serve; prayerfully start somewhere
and trust God to guide you into a clearer
understading of His will for your life.
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7a) Follow Rom. 12:12 B(present, conform not, and be
transformed and you will come to discover that
good, acceptable and perfect will of God for your
life).

Consider your heart and personality (Gal.-6RDL, pp.)

1b) Get honest feedback from others

2b)  What do you really enjoy doing the most?

3b) Do you like routine or variety?

4b)  What are you doing when you lose track of time?
4b) Do you prefer serving with a team or serving alone?
5b)  Are you more introverted or geverted?

6b)  Are you more of a thinker or a feeler?

7b) Do you prefer competing or cooperating?

Examine your experience and extract the lessons you have
learned (PDL, p. 252).

1c) Spend some time considering the value of reflection
on your past expemees (I Sam. 17:337)

2c)  Major experiences should be remembered and not
forgotten (Gal. 3:4)

3c) What did Jesus tell Peter while He was washing his
feet in John 13:7?

4c)  Even difficult circumstances can be used to learn
invaluable lessons in life (RarB:28; James 1:5)

5¢) What is the purpose for a life review weekend?

5. How do you accept and enjoy your S.H.A.P.E. (PDL, pp- 252

254)?

a.

Believe that God knows what is best for you (Rom. 9:20
21)

Instead of resenting or rejecting your S.H.A.P.E., cetebra
(Eph. 4:7; 1 Thess. 5:18).

Recognize your S.H.A.P.E. and understand that God
designed things such that no one person can do everything
(Gal 2:%10)

God has a plan and your goal should be to operate within
His plan for your life (Il Cor. 10:13)

99



e. What happens when you operate outside of your boundaries
(PDL, p. 253)?

f. What are you supposed to do according to Gal. 6:47?

g. What happens when you compare your ministry with
others; and or conform your ministry to the expectations of
others (PDL, p. 253)®/ho isresponsible for this activity?

h. What does God say about comparing your ministry with
others in Gal. 6:47?

Note: OThere are two reasons why you should never compare your shape,
ministry, or the results of your ministry with anyone else. First, you withys

be able to find someone who seems to be doing a better job than you and you will
become discouraged. Or you will always be able to find someone who doesnOt
seem as effective as you and you will get full of pride. Either attitude will take
you out ofservice and rob you of your joyO (PDL, pp.-253).

I. Look at what God says about the foolishness of comparing
ourselves with others (Il Cor. 10:12).

J- Read Il Cor. 10:128: Despite criticisms, and
misunderstandings, what are we encouraged to do as we
minister in the area God has assigned to us (PDL, p. 254)?

Note: OJohn Bunyan said, Oif my life is fruitless, it doesnOt matter who praises me,
and if my life is fruitful, it doesnOt matter who criticizes meO (PDL, p. 254).

6. How do you continue developingyr S.H.A.P.E. (PDL, pp. 254

255)?

a. What do we learn from the parable of the talents (Matt.
25:1430)7?

b. In order to develop and stay on track you will find a Prayer

by Paul helpful (growth in knowledge and discernment,
approval of the things that are eXent, sincerity and
blamelessness, filled with the fruit of righteousness for the
glory and praise of God (Philippians 1t9).

C. What did Paul instruct Timothy to do in Il Tim. 1:6?

d. What happens if you donOt exercise your muscles (PDL, p.
255)?
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What hapens if you donOt use your God given talents
(Matt. 25:28DPDL, p. 255)?

What happens when you use your God given talents for His
pleasure (Matt. 25:21, 23; | Tim. 4:14)?

Gifts and abilities must be enlarged and developed through
practice; hence tbugh study, feedback, and practice what
can happen with a good teacher, etc (PDL, p. 255)?

Put concentrated effort into doing your best for the Master
so that (Il Tim ZBEDL,
p. 255)?

How can we be like an Olympian yet diféert (I Cor. 9:24
27DPDL, p. 255)?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 33
How Real Servants Act

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd whoever in the name of a disciple gives to one of these
little ones even a cup of cold water to drink, truly | say to you, he shall not lose
his reward@Matt. 10:42).

1.

2.

True or false: We serve God by serving others?
How does the world define greatness (PDL, p. 257)?
How does the Lord define greatness (MarkdB@®PDL, p. 257)?

Why do some people have a hard time understanding the LordOs
concept of service (PDL, p. 257)?

Read Matt. 18:4; 20:2028 (pay attention to how verses 21 & 24
are contrasted with verse 28), what are we doing today that is
similar to what the disciples were doing back then (see also PDL,
p. 257)?

Would you prefer to lead or serve?

What is more important: knowing your S.H.A.P.E. for serving God
or possessing the heart of a servant (Matt. 2DRDL, p. 258)7?

Describe how God could geest of you through someone else to

do an assignment that you are not particularly gifted for (Sunday
School teacher asked to stay after church anniversary fellowship to
move and stack chairs; a person with the gift of faith, or the word
of wisdom, is as&d to help pick up paper on the parking lot)?

How would you respond in a situation like thig?ow do you feel
about picking up a piece of paper on the church lawn whereyou'
dressed up in youODSunday go to meeting clothesO?
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9. Question # 8 is where sfiral maturity stands out verses simply
going through the motions of doing OstuffO around the church.

Note: ONo special talent or gift is required to stay after a meeting to pick up trash
or stack chairs. Anyone can be a servant; all it requires iactea® (PDL, p.
258).

10. Do you realize that you can do church work all of your life and still
never be a servant (Matt. 851 emphasis on verse-%DL, p.
258)7?

11. How do we know when we are serving as a Christian servant or
when we are serving as a Chastishowoff (Matt. 7:18.8; cf. |
Cor. 3:1015; 1l Cor. 5:10)?

12.  Instructions for following section: Review the reading and
scriptures associated with the six statements listed below and write
a summary statement with emphasis on how you can personally
apply each area.

a. Real servants make themselves available to serve (PDL, pp
258-259)

Il Timothy 2:4

la)ls God allowed to interrupt your plans or inconvenience
you and make a service request of you?

2a)What should you do at the start of each day?
b. Real servants pay attention to needs (PDL, pp. 259260)

Gal. 6:10
Prov. 3:28

1b) John Wesley quote: ODo all the good you can, by all the
means you can, in all the ways you can, in all the places you
can, at all the times you can, to all the people youasigng

as you ever can.O

Note: We must always possess balance here and use wisdom.
Some people are abusing others by acting irresponsibly with
their God given assets and expecting the church and church
members to bail them out time and time again. Tbisstant
bailout syndrome is often the result of poor stewardship, pride,
misplaced priorities, not following sound advice and others
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things. Be a good steward and seek advice from the Deacons,
or Pastors before jumping into a situation that is susygaou

that you have questions about. DonOt just give because
someone says they have a need; prayerfully investigate before
you commit GodOs money or other resources.

. Real servants do their best with what they have (PDL, p.

260)

Ecc. 11:4
Prov. 28:19

1c) Deal with serving OanyhowO despite serving around a few
people that possess a OthatOs not good enoughO mentality.

2c) What happens in the required superstar performance
church environments?

Note: This section does not devalue the importance ohgivi
God exceptional and excellent service; nor does it produce a
second class service to God mentality. It simply means that we
are to give God our very best.

. Real servants do every task with equal dedication (PDL, pp.
260-261.)

Col. 3:23
Gal. 6:23
Acts 28:3
Luke 16:1012

1d) What are some of the task that we refuse to consider that
Jesus did without hesitation (washing fekthn 13:49,

helping childrerBMark 10:1316, fixing breakfasbJohn
21:1-14), and serving lepeBLuke 17:1117)

2d) WhoOs example should we follow when it comes do to
every aspect of life including menial tasks (John 13:9)P

3d) Discuss how faithfulness over the small things leads to
increased opportunity.

Note: Othere will always be more people willing to dditthe
things. The race to be a leader is crowded, but the field is wide
open for those willing to be servants. Sometimes you serve
upward to those in authority, and sometimes you serve
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downward to those in need. Either way, you developa
servantOs heavhen youOre willing to do anything needed.O
(PDL, p. 261).

e. Real servants are faithful to their ministry (PDL, pp. 261
262)

Psalm 12:1
Prov. 20:6
Phil. 2:1922
Matt. 25:21, 23

le) Discuss the type of commitment that the genuine servants
make.

2e) Dofaithful servants retire?
Note: Oevery week, churches and other organizations must
improvise because volunteers didnOt prepare, didnOt show up,
or didnOt even call to say they werenOt coming. Can you be
counted on by othere?
f. Real servants maintain a low profile (PDL, pp. 262264)
| Peter 5:5
Eph. 6:6
Col. 3:22
| Cor. 15:58
Matt. 10:42
1f) Discuss the sin of the Pharisees (Matt. 6:1)

2f) Can one mix selpromotion and servaifitood together
(Gal. 1:10)?

3f) What happens to many leaders that stiras servants?

4f) Until Christ comes back and brings out our glorious eternal
makeup, what should we do in the meantime (Col-8;2

5f) At the bottom of PDL, p. 263, who are some of the people
that served in obscurity that will receive a greavard?

Let’s repeat this wonderful encouragement passage for the servants of Christ
in Gal 6:9:
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OAnd let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if we faint
not.0
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 34
Thinking Like a Servant

Study Notes Prepared by
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse:"Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus"

(Phil. 2:5).

1. "Service starts in your mind" (PDL, p. 265).

2. How does our attitude about being a servant impact our lsvesraants
(PDL, p. 265)?

3. What is more importantDoing the work or the attitude behind the work
(PDL, p. 265)?

4. What happened in the case of King Amaziah in Il Chron. 25:27?

5. Discuss the five (5) attitudes in which "Real servants" serve God?

a. Seavants think more about others than they think about themselves (pp.

265-266).

la) What is the difference between, not thinking less of ourselves and
thinking of ourselves less?

2a) Read Phil. 2:4 What does this verse mean to yoD®d you need to
makeany adjustments to your way of thinking based on this verse?

3a) Have you ever forgotten yourself in the service of others?

4a) How do you become aware of the need s of othieosy do you loose
the "me, myself, and 1" or the "full of myself" meality?

5a) Describe what Jesus did and how we are to develop the same
mentality (Phil. 2:58 - PDL, p. 266)?

6a) True or False:Humility is a daily struggle because "I think most
about me" (PDL, p. 266)?

7a) Read Matt. 16:24, and fill in the blank: is at the core of
servant hood (PDL, p. 266).

8a) When you function like a servant and people try to take advantage of
you what should you daMatt. 5:7, 8, 9, 142, 1316, 4348)?



. Servants think like stewards, not owners (PDL, pp-268)
1b) Who owns all of the goods?

2b) Read | Cor. 4:1What two roles are connected such that you really
cant do one effectively without the other?

3b) What various roles did Joseph play in Egypt (PDL, pp266)?

4b) In order to be a real servant yae going to have to settle the issue of
in your life (Luke 16:X3PDL, p. 267)?

5b) has the greatest potential to replace God in your life
(PDL, p. 267)?

6b) Explain the problem that we have with money (PDL, p. 267)

7b) Is havingplenty of money a sin and if not, how can it be used in the
service of the Lord (I Tim. 6:219)?

8b) Describe the difference between Kingdom Builders and Wealth
Builders and discuss your thoughts about a Kingdom Builders
program (PDL, p. 26268).

. Sewants think about their work, not what other are doing (PDL, pp.
268-269)

1c) What is the problem with comparing, criticizing, and or competing
with other servants or ministries.

2c¢) How can the true servant avoid the problems in question 1c above
(PDL, p. 268)?

3c) If our goal is to focus on God and make Him look good, and we all
have a different assignment, what is the point of comparing,
criticizing and or competing with others (PDL, p. 26&e also Gal.
5:26)?

4c) Read Rom. 14:4What does thiserse mean (PDL, p. 268)?

5c¢) What about when people criticize what you are doing in ministry or
hurt you, our get you off track, what should you do (Neh46:1
what about Neh. 6:9; what about Neh. 6:104)?

6C) Is there ever a place to respond as@mN}:16? Sometimes Neh.
4:7-23 happens to the people of God in modern times.

7c) Read Matt. 26:4.3. Describe the situation and explain how it relates
to true servant hoodDescribe how you feel when you give your
very best and people knock it down¥hat should you do?

d. Servants base their identity in Christ (PDL, pp.-280)

1d) When we say identity, what do we mean (John 1:12)?
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2d) How does being a child of God help you to feel secure even when you
are doing something that others considerda¢gh them (Read John
13:34 - PDL, p. 269)?

3d) When a person is insecure what becomes a major stumbling block in
their service to the Lord (PDL, p. 269)?

4d) What happens with status symbols when you are secure in Jesus
(degrees, awards, plaques splehbes, titles, etc) PDL, p. 270?

5d) Read James 1:MVhat is the significance of such a humble opening
statement (PDL, p. 270)?

6d) The closer you get to Jesus the you need to
yourself (PDL, p. 270)?

7d) What is the significancef @ Cor. 10:18, in the life of the servant of
Christ?

. Servants think of ministry as an opportunity, not an obligation
(PDL, p. 270)

le) We read Psalms 100:2, every Sund#yhat does it mean?

2e) How do you really feel about your service to the Lasdt a privilege
or is it a burden?

3e) Read John 12:236, what does a servant go through as he or she
serves the Lord Jesus (PDL, p. 270)?

4e) Does God forget your works (Heb. 6:10; Rev. 14:13; 1l Cor. 5:10; |
Cor. 3:1015)7?

5e) How far are you wiing to go in your service to therd?
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The Purpose Driven Life
N Chapter 35
God(@ Power in Y our Weakness

Study Notes Prepared by: Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: OAnd He has said to me, OMy grace is sufficient for you, for
power is perfectechiweakness.O Most gladly, therefore, | will rather boast about
my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may dwell in meO (Il Corinthians

12:9).
1.

2.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

How is weakness defined (PDL, p. 273)?
What is not considered weakness (PDL, p. 273)?
True or False: Golbves to use weak people (PDL, p. 272)?

Circle all that applies: | have weaknesses in the following areas:
(physical, emotional, intellectual, spiritual).

Is it possible to possess uncontrollable circumstances that weaken you
(PDL, p. 272)?

How do younormally handle your weaknesses (PDL, p. 272)?

We have our own view of weaknesses and God has His view; how do
we reconcile the two (Isaiah 55:9)?

How does God use various weaknesses in the world (I Cor. 1:27)?
Is God impressed with human strength ¢r CL:20)?

Why did God allow you to possess your weakness (PDL, pp. 272
273)?

Is God impressed with human strength (I Cor. 1:20)? not, what is
God impressed with (Matt. 5:3)?

Have you ever said these wisr OGod can never use may and
what happened to cause you to change?

What are we likened to in Il Cor. 4:7; Il Tim. 2:207?

Does God delight in putting His power in earthen vessels (see
scriptures in # 13 above)?
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15.

There are several things that theostle Paul did to be a vessel of
honor, sanctified and qualified for the MasterOs use; letOs look at what
he did and how we can do it.

a. Admit your weaknesses (PDL, pp. 273274)

la) What does admitting your weaknesses consist of (PDL, pp.
273274)?

2a) What are two great confessions in the Bible (Matt. 16:18; Acts
14:15)7?

3a) Which of these two truths do we often forg&¥hy?
4a) What will God do if we forget this truth (Matt 23:12)7?
b. Be content with your weaknesses (PDL, pp. 274275)

1b) Read Il Cor. 12:910, what do you see and what are you going
to do about it in your personal experience?

2b) What is the norm in relation to our weaknesses (PDL, p. 274)?

3b) Compare what God dotla-ough Paul in Acts 14:8.0;
19:11; B:8-11; with what Gd doedn Paulin Il Cor. 12:8107?

4b) What does God do with our weakness (Il Cor. 12POL, p.
274)?

5b) Discuss God attaching a major weakness to a major strength to
keep our egos in check (Il Cor. 12:7; Judges 7:2).

6b) Discuss how our weaknemscourages fellowship between
believers (PDL, p. 275).

7b) What does strength breed (PDL, p. 275)?

8b) What does God often do with our weaknesses in relation to
ministry (PDL, p. 275)?

9b) What was the weakness of Moses , Gideon ,

Abraham , Peter , David , and John
(PDL, pp. 27376).
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10b) Do you know what your weaknesses are; if so list some of
them

C. Honestly share your weaknesses (PDL, pp. 276277)

1c) What happens when you let down your guard, take off your
mask and you are H.O.T. (honest, open and transp&¢&rDL, p.
276)?

2c) Discuss how Paul modeled vulnerability in the following
passages:

aa. Rom. 7:19
bb. Il Cor. 6:11
cc. Il Cor. 1:8
dd. | Cor. 2:3

3c) Is vulnerability risky (PDL, p. 276)¥What are some of the
risks? Are these risks worth sacrificing effective ministrifdpw

do you overcome these risks (Gal. 2:20; Il Pet. 3:18; | Cor. 15:10;
James 4:611 Cor. 12:10; I Peter 3:13-17, list sane other

scriptures that apply
)?

Note: OVulnerability is an endearing quality; we are naturally drawn to humble
people. Pretentiousness repels but authenticity attracts, and vulnerability is the
pathway to intimayO (PDL, pp 27877).

Note: OOur strengths create competition, but our weaknesses create communityO
(PDL, p. 277).

4c) What is the difference between impressing people and
influencing people for Christ (PDL, p. 277)?

5¢) How is trust and credibii built (review Acts 9:1722; 2628
DPDL, p. 277)?

d. Glory in your weaknesses (PDL, p. 277278).

1d) What did Paul say in Il Cor. 12:5?
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2d) Instead of presenting ourselves assetifident and
invincible, how should we present ourselves (Phil-2t5Matt.
23:12;Rom. 12:3; Rom. 8:26- PDL, p. 277)?

3d) Describe what happened to Jacob in Gen. 32224This is

the classic example that the author used to describe how God turns
strength into weakness and often forces us to depend on Him even
when wedonOt want to (Gen. 32:32DPDL, pp. 277278)?

4d) What weakness do you have that you can commit to the Lord
and draw upon His strength and bring glory to His name?
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 36
Made for aMission

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OGo therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all that | commanded you; and lo Iaith, you always, even to the end

of the age.O

In the series 40 Days of Purpose, Pastor Warren identifies 5 key areas that answer
the question what on Earth am | here for: Namely, Worship, Fellowship,
Discipleship, Ministry, and Evangelism. This we&klahrough week 40, we will

begin to focus on the fifth key area (ministry).

1.

2.

OYou were made for a missionO (PDL, p. 281)

Does God want us to serve within the body and a serve in the world (PDL,
p. 281)?

What is the biblical basis for our goingarthe world with the message of
Christ (John 20:21 PDL, pp. 281282)7?

Question number three indicates that Jesus understood His mission on
earth. Read a couple more verses that support this point (Luke 19:10;
Matt. 20:28; John 17:4; Luke 2:49; MaAt17).

After Jesus rose again from the dead and spent several days stabilizing and
reassuring His disciples, He issued our mission in the world which is
called the Great Commission (Matt. 28:2@; 1l Cor. 5:1820).

Discuss the six reasons whyrauission is so important (PDL, pp. 282
286).

a. Our mission is a continuation of Jesus’ mission on earth (PDL,
pp 282-283).

la) Study the 5 Commission statements of Jesus (Matt. 28:18
20; Mark 16:1516; Luke 24:4648; John 20:21; Acts 1:8)

2a) To whom vas the Great Commission given (PDL, p. 283)7?

3a) To who have we often relegated the Great Commission to
(PDL, p. 283)?

4a) Read Ezekiel 3:18; what is God saying to you through this
passage (PDL, p. 283)?
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Our mission is a wonderful privilege
1b) Is beng used by God an honor (Il Cor. 5:18; PDL, p. 283)?
If yes, explain why?

2b)  What is your understanmaty of our working together with
God Read | Cor. 3:@®; Il Cor. 5:20; 6:1, John 15:167

Telling others how they can have eternal life is the greatest
thing you can do for them.

1c) Do you feel comfortable withholding lfsaving
information from people that can benefit (PDL, pp.283
284)?

2c)  We have the greatest message of all. We have the only
message that will change the world for eterniye have the good
news that Jesus died, was buried, raised again, lives in the world
through us and is coming back again. Read a couple passages that
highlight the power of the gospel (John 6@8 Acts 4:12; 1777,

Rom. 1:1617, add other scripturelsat you know)

Our mission has eternal significance (PDL, p. 284)

1d)  Why is our mission more important than any other job on
earth?

2d)  Conplete the sentence: Fill in the blank: Through our
mission people are impacted for eter (PDL, p.
284).

3d) Consider what you do on your job and consider what you
do in fulfilling your God given mission; which one will last
forever; and why?

4d)  Should you quit your job and become a-tuthe evangelist
(PDL, p. 284)?

5d) If quitting your job is not the answer, what is the answer
and how much time do you have (John®faDL, p. 284)7?

Our mission gives your life meaning (PDL, p. 285)

le) What is your deep seated source of motivation?
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2e) Look at John 15, 16; Acts 20:24; Phil. 1:228; | Cor.
10:31; Prov. 10:29. Has you answer under question 1e
changed; If so, to what?

3e) Prayerfully consider your ministry universe, what are some
things that you can do to make your life count more than it
does?Who is in your life or who does God want you to
include in your life, etc?

f. God’s timetable for history’s conclusion is connected to the
completion of our commission (PDL, p. 285-286).

1f) How did Jesus deal with the disciples question regarding
the end times (Acts 1:61 DPDL, p. 285)?

2f) What does Jesus say about the preaching of the gospel of
the kingdom in relation to the end times (Matt. 2241
PDL, p286).

3f) How do you deal witldistractions that come your way
(Luke 18:5762; Luke 10:3842DPDL. p)?

7. What is it going to cost you to fulfill your mission (PDL, p. 286)?
8. What do you think about the ideal of abandoning your personal agenda
for your life and pursuing GodOs agendydarr life (The classic case

is in Luke 22:3944)?

Note: OYou hand God a blank sheet with your name signed at the bottom and tell
him to fill in the detailsO PDL, p. 286.

9. Are you committed to what God says in Rom. 6:137?

10.1f you become kingdom focused anghteousness focused, what will
God do for you (Matt. 6:3BPDL, pp. 286287)?

11. Describe what OOne More for JesusO means and share the driving

passion that you will take to the end of your life down here (PDL, pp.
287-288).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 37
Sharing Your Life Message

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: (15) OBut sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being
ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope
that is in ya, yet with gentleness and reverence; (16) and keep a good conscience
so that in the thing in which you are slandered, those who revile your good
behavior in Christ will be put to shame.O

1. OGod has given you a Life Message to shareO (PDL, p. 289).

2. At what point do you become GodOs messenger (Il Cor. 2:15:20
PDL, p. 289).

3. When you feel like you donOt have anything to share, what is going on
(PDL, p. 289)?

4. Despite the DevilOs efforts to silence you, what is the truth (I John 5:10
DbPDL, p. 289)?

Four parts to our Life Message:

5. Our Life Message includes our testimony (PDL, pp. 290-291)
6. What is the role of a withess (PDL, p. 290)?

7. How is your testimony significant when it is likened to a customerOs
opinion of a person, prodyor service (PDL, p. 290)?

8. What are unbelievers most interested in: (a) your ability to quote the
names of great theologians (b) your ability to recite the Bible doctrines
(c) your personal hopes and aspirations or (d) your actual experience
with Godthrough Jesus Christ? Why

9. Consider four components of an effective testimony (see attached
handouts).
a. What your life was like before Christ
b. How you realized your need for Christ
c. How you committed your life to Christ
d. The difference Christ has made in your life



10.

11.

12.

13.

14

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24,

25.

Do you have more than your salvation testimony (Acts-18@0to
convince an unbelieving group of Jewish Christians; 12:17 PeterOs
release from jalil,

etc.- PDL, p. 291)?

What do youdo with your other testimonies (PDL, p. 291)?

Our Life Message includes our life lessons (PDL, pp. 291-292).

What has God taught you from your experience with Him (cf. John
14:21;- PDL, p. 291)?

Read Ps. 119:33, what did Daadk God to do (PDL, p. 291)7?

Who refused to learn their lesson and was punished (Ps. 14820
What does God do when we donOt learn our lesson the first time?
What lesson has God had to teach you over and over again?
Consider whahappened when King Saul didnOt learn his lesson (the
first time in | Sam. 10:8 &l Sam 13:#2, God started searching for
another king; the second time got him rejected as king over Israel in |

Sam. 15:196.

Can we learn from other peopleOs expeg(erov. 25:12; Prov.
19:20; a classic example is found in Psalms 5BE®L, p. 292)?

What is one of your major life lessons that you can teach others (PDL,
p. 292)?

Use the questions in PDL, p. 292 to help your memory:

Our Life message includes sharing our godly passions (PDL, pp.
292-293).

Is God passionate about things (Prov. 6196 James 4:6; John 3:16;
Rom. 5:8; Il Cor. 9:7, Matt. 11:28; Luke 9:51, etc.)?

Discuss passion: what is it and how does it come out of us?

Is it normal to remain silent about something you care about most
(Matt. 12:34; Jer. 20:9; Rom. 1:16; Acts 42@; | Cor. 9:16, PDL, p.
293)?

What are you passionate about?
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26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

What are you passionate about in regards to ministry in the kingdom of
God?

What are you doing about your God given passions?

Should we expect everyone else to possess our passion(s) (PDL, p.
293)?

How does God manage numerous Christians with various God given
passions (I Cor. 12:4)?

How should we view oubrothers and sisters in Christ that are
passionate about godly things that differ from what we are passionate
about

(Rom. 12:35)7?

Our life message includes the Good News (PDL, pp. 294-295).
What is the gospel or good news (I Cor. 15BPDL, p. 294)?
What does the gospel or good news do for mankind (Il Cor. 5:19, 21)?

What motivates you to share the good news with others (Il Cor- 5:14
15DPDL, p. 294)?

Consider also the significance of the things covered in chapter 35:

a. Our mission is a continuation of JesusO mission on earth

b. Our mission is a wonderful privilege

c. Telling others how they can have eternal life is the greatest thing
you can do for them.

Our mission has eternal significance

Our mission gives our life na@ing

GodOs timetable for historyOs conclusion is connected to the
completion of our commission

~0 o

How can genuine love for others help us overcome fear, apathy, pride,
and other things that keep us from sharing the good news (Mark 12:29
30- PDL, p.294)?

As long as people are unsaved what should we do as individuals and as
a church body (Col. 4:5 Eph. 52 Il Pet. 3:9DPDL, p. 295)?



The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 38
Becoming a World-Class Christian

Study Notes Prepared by:
PastoBrian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: OGod be gracious to us and bless us, and cause His face to shine
upon us- That Your way may be known on the earth, Your salvation among all
nations (Psalm 67:2).0

1. Is the Great Commission your personal commission or dsge
it as the job of the people at the church, or are you still in spiritual
transition on this issue (Matt. 28:P® DPDL, p. 297)?

2. What is the difference between a worldly Christian and a world
class Christian (PDL, pp. 2908)?

3. In my honest opinio, | am a Christian (be honest, God
knows).
4. What is the largest, most significant, diverse, and far reaching

cause in human history (PDL, p. 298)? What is your role in it?

5. What is available to us today for reaching the world for Christ
comparison to what was available 2,000 years ago (PDL, p. 298)?

6. What barriers exist today that prevents us from reaching the world
for Christ (PDL, p. 299)?

7. Thinking like a worldclass Christian involves four key mind shifts

a. Shift from self-centered thinking to other-centered
thinking (PDL, pp. 299-300).

la. Read| Cor. 14:20; Phil. 2:4, and discuss what God
calls us think like. What is the difference between
adult thinking and childike thinking (PDL, p.
299)?

2a. What makes selfentered thinkig difficult to
overcome (PDL, p. 299)?

3a. How do we overcome setfentered thinking (Eph.
5:18: Gal. 5:16; | Cor. 2:1RPDL, p. 299)?
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4a. What is a good prayer while you are dealing with
someone that is not understanding the things of God
(Il Cor. 4:4DPDL, p. 299300).

Shift from local thinking to global thinking (PDL, pp.
300-302).

1b.  The term global has become a household word these
days. How do we think globally these day&¥hat
does global mean in relation to God (John 316
PDL, p. 300)?

2b. Read Acts 17:248, what did God have in mind
when He made man? Does God need man for
anything or is God independent and selfficient
(Acts 17:2428 BDPDL, p. 300)?

3b.  What is happening with the gospel message (Col.
1:3-6; | Thess. 1:610; Acts 1:8DPDL, 300)?

4b.  Have you ever read Psalm 2:8, and considered
praying for people in other countries (PDL, p. 300)?

5b.  How much time do you spend in your regular time
of prayer for people in other parts of the world that
you do not know?

6b.  Whatshould you pray for in relation to world and
the gospel (Col. 4:3; Rom. 1:10; Eph. 6:19; John
17:20; Il Thess. 3:1; Matt. 9:38)7?

7b. Do you pray for the missionaryOs from Mt. Zion,
other churches and other organizatioWho are
they and where do they w&

8b.  What about taking a shet&rm missionary trip with
Mt. Zion? The next trip is scheduled for ?

9b.  What four areas does God plan for us to touch in
our missions outreach (Acts E8’DL, p. 301)?

Community
Country

Other Cultures
Other Naions
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Shift from “here and now” thinking to eternal thinking
(PDL, pp. 302-302).

1c.  How do you prevent the Omajoring on the minorOsO
mentality (Il Cor. 4:18 PDL, p. 302)?

2c. List some of the time wasters for you (that is the
time and energy you wasbn things that wonOt
matter one bit in life or in eternity)?

3c.  What can you do to focus on eternal things (Luke
9:62; Col. 3:12; Luke 16:1013; Matt. 6:3334).

4c.  What kind of weight is holding you down in the
race (are you wearing ankle weightsidg the
race) and how do you lighten your load for the face
(Heb. 12:12)?

Shift from thinking of excuses to thinking of creative
ways to fulfill your commission (PDL, pp. 303-304)?

1d. What are some of the excuses we use to escape our
calling to evangéee and disciple?

2d. Did God except JeremiahOs excuse of being too
young (Jer. 1:@)?

3d. Did God except MosesO excuse of being unable to
speak clearly (Ex. 4:10)?

4d.  What about Sarah, did God accept her internal
doubt (Gen. 1845)?

5d. Have youbeen waiting for a special call or
supernatural occurrence from God before you
engage?What on earth are you waiting for?

6d. How do we overcome the various excuses that have
stopped many of us in our tracks?

Memorize and meditate upon the Great
Commisson and all that it consist & Matt. 2818
20

Walk with Jesus and be equipped in the f&iBol.
2:6-7; 11 Tim. 3:1617
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Go in the power of the Holy SpirdActs 1:8; Eph.
6:10

Keep Jesus as the foctEVark 8:35

Be faithful unto deatlbJames 1:12; [Tim. 4:6-8;
Rev. 2:910

Love God with everything you have and your
neighbor as yoursel Mark 12:2931
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 39
Balancing Your Life

Study Notes Prepared by:
Pastor Brian E. Kennedy

Memory Verse: OTherefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as
wiseO (Eph. 5:15).

1.

2.

When you think about balance, what comes to your mind?
How balanced is your life?

What area in your life do you feel is strong and in balance?
What area doqu feel is out of balance and needs attention?

What are the five areas that bring balance to our lives based on the
Great Commandment (Mark 12:38), based on the Great
Commission (Matt. 28:320DPDL, p. 306)?

Briefly describe how each of these fiveas balance out our lives
(PDL, p. 306)54

Loving God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength
Loving your neighbor as yourself

Going and making disciples (evangelizing)

Baptizing people that commit to Jesus

Teaching people what Jesus taught (dissipip)

P20 T®

What will a commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great
Commission make you (John 14:ABDL, p. 306)?

What are some of the challenges in balancing your life around
these five areas?

Here are some good habits to practice to stay on (Rigk, pp.
306-310)

a. Talk it through with a spiritual partner or small group
(PDL, pp. 306307).(Prov. 27:17) So what®hat now?
(I Thess. 5:11; Phil. 4:9.)

b. Give yourself a regular spiritual cheak (PDL, pp. 307
308) (I Cor.11:28; Lam. 3:40; @l. 6:4;11 Cor. 13:5)
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10.

11.

12.

13.

C. Write down your progress in a journal (PDL, pp.-318)
(Heb. 2:1)

d. Pass on what you know to others (PDL, pp.-3Q0)
(Prov.11:25; 1l Tim. 2:2; James 4:17)

Read John 17:1. What was Jesus talking about (PDL, p. 310)?

What did Jesuspend His last 3 ! years on earth doing in relation

to the five areas of balance discussed in this chapnz the

scriptures in John 17:B6 to match the following:

a. Worship

b. Fellowship

C. Discipleship

d. Ministry

e. Mission

You past is your past. If yduave not been living a purpose driven

life or if your life has not been as focused as it should, what can

you do starting today?

What are you going to do starting today (write it down and share it
with someone who will hold you accountable).
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The Purpose Driven Life
Chapter 40
Living With Purpose

Study Notes
Prepared By: Pastor Brian Kennedy

Memory Verse: OFor David, after he had served the purpose of God in his own
generation, fell asleep, and was laid among his fathers and underwent decayO

(Acts 13:3).

1. OLiving with purpose is the only way to really live. Everything else is
just existingO (PDL, p. 312).

2. Why do most people struggle with identity, importance and impact
(PDL, p. 312)?

3. Where should we find our identity (who am 1), importance (do |
mater) and impact (what is my place in life) based on the following
passages (John 1:12; Eph. 2:10; Il Cor. 5:20, respectively)?

4, Once you know what God wants you to do, where does the blessing
come from (John 13:17; James 12PDL, p. 312)?

5. In order foryou to effectively do what God is calling you to do, what
are some of the adjustments that you must make (Matt. 1&D4,
pp. 312313)?

6. Do you agree that it is easy to become distracted and forget what is
most important in life (PDL, p. 313)?

7. What canyou do to prevent becoming distracted and losing track of
what youOre supposed to be doing in life (PDL, p. 313)?

8. Take time to develop a life purpose statement (PDL, pp3343:

a. Summarize GodOs purpose for your life (Psalms 33DL, p.
313).

b. Pointto the direction or specific path of your life (Prov. 4£26
PDL, p. 313).

c. Define success for yourself based on GodOs word (Phil 1:10,
Joshua 1:®PDL, p. 313).

d. Clarify your specific role for various stages in your life (Acts 16:9
13DPDL, p. 313). Irthe Acts 16:913, passage, note the
progression from the vision to the actual functioning in their God
given role at that time.
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e. Include your S.H.A.P.E. (spiritual gifts, heart, abilities, personality,
experiences)

In developing your life purpose staterhessk OlifeOs five greatest
guestionsO:

a. What will be the center of my life (PDL, p. 314)?

la) What happens if you center your life around your career,
sports, family, hobbies, money, having fun, etc (Matt. 6:24;
Luke 12:15; Eph. 3:17PDL, p. 314)?

2a) When do you know that your life it centered on
worshiping God (Phil. 4 - PDL, p. 314)?

b. What will be the character of my life (PDL, p.83315?

la) What kind of person are you right now and what kind of
person will you be (Gal 5:183; Matt. 5:316; Il Pet. 1:3
11DPDL, pp. 314315)7?

2a) Build Christian character throughout your life (note what
Paul taught young Timothy in | Tim. 4:16)

c. What will be the contribution of my life (PDL, pp. 315)7?

1c) What service will you render in the body of Gl
2c)  Guess what Jesus expects (John 15:16, note progression in
bearing fruit in vs. 2, 5, 8)?

d. What will be the communication of my life (PDL, pp. 3356)?

1d)  What will you do in relation to unbelievers (Matt. 5:13

16)7?

2d)  What is your mission in panting (Josh. 24:15PDL, p.

315)?

3d) What is important when it comes down to communication
with the saved, unsaved, children, family, etc (Phil B27
PDL, p. 316)?

e. What will be the community of my life (PDL, pp. 3B47)?

le) This has to do with fedwship with other believers
(Heb. 10:2425)

2e) What is God using you to do in your local church (donOt
forget your local church is a critical part of the body of
Christ)? Why is this (cf. Acts 6:47; Rom. 16:15; Col.
4:12-15; Acts 17:615)?



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

3e) Do youpossess a love for the body of Christ?Vhat about
in your service in and through the local body of Christ?

Review the sample life statements on page 317.
Read the paragraph in the middle of page 317 regarding how we may
wonder about certain areasaafr life. What is the point and where are
you with this point (PDL, p. 317)?

Consider what you want people to say at your funeral; who really
should dictate how you life your life.

The way you live will impact what people say at your funeral (You
will write your own eulogy by the way you live).

What is the significance of Acts 13:36 in relation to God wanting to
use you (PDL, p. 318)?

What did Ester come to understand in Easter 4:14 (PDL, p. 318)?
What is God looking for around the world (Il Chronglk6:9)?

Did the apostle Paul live a purpose driven life (I Cor. 9:26; Phil. :21
PDL, p. 319)?

Did Jesus live a purpose driven life (John 17:4; 19:30; Luke 19:10;
Phil. 2:511)?

What will be the reward for a purpose driven life (Il Tim.-8;11
Cor. 4:165:1; Rom. 8:18)?

When we get to heaven, what do you imagine will be one of our
favorite expressions of worship (Rev. 4:11)?
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